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Weekly 
Events 



CULTURAL DIVERSITY 
PARTY 

April 6 & 7 t Great Hall 
The Admissions Office will 
hold a "Celebrate Cultural 
Diversity Weekend" pro- 
gram this weekend. Stu- 
dents are Invited to a 
party Friday night in the 
Great Hall, from 10 p,m, 
to 12:30 a.m. For more 
Information, contact Rita 
Thompson, assistant dean 
of admissions at x2000. 

MULTICULTURAL PAIR 

April 7, Ml Circle A Cam- 
pus Walk 

The 17th annual Multicul- 
tural Fair will take place 
rain or shine Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Enjoy free food, entertain- 
ment, and an opportunity 
to buy crafts from all over 
the world. For more Info 
visit: umw.edu/multlcul- 
tural/falr/default.php 

"PMTY and pouncr 

LICTURI 

April 10 

Sae article at right 

"DANCING AT LUOH- 
NASA" 

April S-1S, Klein Theatre, 
duPontHall 

"In a small Irish town In 
1936, the routina exis- 
tence of five unwed sis- 
ters Is forever altered by 
their first wireless radio, 
the return of their elderly 
brother, and the arrival of 
an unexpected visitor." 
Tickets are $4 with a UMW 
ID. For more Information 
call the box office at 
X1124. 

HONDURAS BENEFIT 



Students Helping Hon- 
duras Is seeking Items to 
sell at their "Shop Til You 
Drop I" program. If you 
have any Items that you 
can donate or want more 
Info, e-mail Sree Chellap- 
pan at 

schel0hy9umw.edu. 

Event* courtesy of OSACS, If 
you would like an upcoming 
event printed In The Bullet, 
email us at 

newsxcrewtfpgmaiixum. 



Weekend 
Weather 




Friday 

Partly Cloudy 

High: 55 
Low: 30 

Saturday 

Partly Cloudy 

High: 48 
Low: 29 

Sunday 

Mostly Sunny 

High: 56 
Low: 34 



+0 i 

■ ^ ' fH t 



U we** * -tiM- — .. . 



A 




Frawley 
Nixes 
Climate 
Initiative 

By KATY BURNELL 

Assistant News Editor 

Although no official statement Is forth- 
coming, President William Frswlsy hss 
gone on record declining to sign a nation- 
wide commitment aimed at tackling global 
wanning, one college campus at a time. 

The University of Mary Washington 
will not he joining the 158 schools that 
have already signed on to the American 
College and University Presidents Climate 
Commitment, The latest signatory. Sweat 
Briar College, wa« the sixth Virginia 
school to endorse the commitment. 

The commitment * online mission state* 
ment hilli it as a "high-visibility effort to 
address global warming by gamertng inati* 



Elizabeth Nowrouz Bullet 

Juniors Jeff Zeders and Lauren Trice lounge on a few of the most recent additions to 
Ball Circle. The lawn chairs, which are gathered around the edges of the Circle, were 
delivered Wednesday and attracted students even on the overcast April day. 



houie gas emissions," College and 
university presidents are also charged with 
Reeking to "re-stahillie" the climate by 
generating suitable research and education 
programs, 

Frawley said that he agrees with the 
commitment's intent to achieve climate 
neutrality, but he isn't confident that UMW 
could fellow through with its require* 

mm 

Td love »o be able to do It, but I can't," 
Frawley said, "We just don't have the re- 
sources," 

Anthony Certese, president of the non= 
profit environmental group, Second Na= 
fure, and a eomrganiier of the commitment 
said that there is no practical reason why a 
school like UMW should be unable to sip 



► See CONSERVATION, page 2 



UMW's Lynn Looks Left On 



Got 
Seoul 



By SARAH FINNEY 

Staff Writer 

The University of Mary Well- 
ington will welcome a group of 14 
Korean students from the Sungshin 
Women's University in Seoul, 
Korea, to be enrolled starting in the 
Fall 2007 academic year 

Speaking Center Director Es- 
ther Yoek is in charge of the com- 
munication and details between 
Sungshin Women's University and 
UMW. The exchange program is 
planned to increase to 20 students 
for the 2008-2009 school year. 

According to Yook, the program 
is intended to increase diversity at 
the University, 

"It is a program initiated by 
President Frawley within his initia- 
tive to bring Mary Washington 
University to the forefront of 
global trends in education," Yook 
said. 

The entire campus is expected 
to become involved with the pro- 
gram in order to successfully wel- 
come the exchange students. 
According to Yook, the offices of 
Student Life, Student Affairs, In- 
ternational Studies, the Registrar, 
Admissions, Academic Services 
and Residence Life are all ex- 
pected to be involved in the 
process. Several specific faculty 
members have also committed 
their time to the program. 

"Department heads of English, 
linguistics and speech and art and 
art history have also cooperated 
with us for registration guidance, 
and Library Liaison Jack Bales... 
as well as [Associate Dean of] Ac- 



Piety & Politics Debate 



By BRITTANY DEVRIES 

Assistant News Editor 

In his recently published book 
."Piety and Politics; The Right Wing 
Assault on Religious Freedom," 
Reverend Barry W, Lynn once again 
devotes himself to purging Amer- 
ica's religious liberties of govern- 
ment intervention, 

On April 10, Lynn, executive di- 
rector of Americans United For the 
Separation of Church and State, will 
bring his devotion and platform to 
the University of Mary Washington 
campus. 



In Lynn's opinion, religiously af= 
filiated government, like the reli= 
gious rights advocates, have more 
political intention than spiritual, 

"People on religious rights want 
to control your life," Lynn said, 
"That is a danger to critical think- 
ing," 

Lynn's new book, concerned with 
defending the American people's re- 
ligious freedoms as developed in the 
First Amendment, looks at issues 
like faith-based initiatives, religion 
in public education, gay rights, abor- 
tion and church electioneering, 

In a phone Interview, Lynn ex- 



plained what motivated him to write 
hit new book, 

"It was meant to explain the value 
of separation of church and state to 
people, including those who are 
deeply religious," Lynn said. "[It 
supports the idea] to keep distance 
between the institutions of govern- 
ment and the institutions of rail* 
glen," 

Prior to the past IS years spent 
working with Americans United, 
Lynn served as legislative counsel 
for the American Civil Liberties 

► See PIETY, page 8 



172 On Hold For Housing 



► See SEOUL, page 2 



By BRYNN BOYER 

Staff Writer 

Freshman Charlotte McMichacI 
was certain she would have no prob- 
lem getting housing for next year. 
The best lottery number in her suite 
was 1 135, much better, she thought, 
than the highest possible number, 
1674. However, on housing selec- 
tion night, she and the three girls she 
had planned on living with next year 
were told that they were on the pri- 
ority list. 

"We were on edge the whole 
time," McMichael said. "After two 
hours of waiting, we had a feeling 
that we wouldn't get housed but it 
was still disappointing." 

Currently 1 72 students are on the 
priority list. These students all 
turned in housing contracts on time 
and are therefore guaranteed hous- 
ing. 

The priority list is different than 
the waiting list, which mostly con- 
sists of students who turned in con- 



off-campus students trying to move Porter said, 
back. Students on the waiting list are 101 students were on the list In 

not guaranteed housing. 2006 and in 2005, over 200 students 

According to Residence Life Di- did not get placed during housing se- 




Photo Illustration by Elizabeth Nowrouz /Bullet 

rector Chris Porter, every year the lection, 
number of students on the priority 
list fluctuates, 

"One-hundred and seventy two is 
the median for what we experience," 



However, the number of housing 
contracts has gone up from 1 ,626 last 

► See HOUSING, page 8 
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WORLD 

TEHRAN, Iran: Iranian President Mah- 
moud Ahmadinejad has pardoned the 
15 British military personnel from any 
crimes and has promised to free them. 
An Iranian diplomat told the Associated 
Press that the detainees would be 
handed over to the British Embassy in 
Tehran, but did not say when. 

KIGALI, Rwanda: Paul Rusesabagina, 
the man upon whom the movie "Hotel 
Rwanda" was based, has been criticized 
for profiting from 
the country's dark 
past. Rwandan 
President Paul 
Kagame has 
called the film a 
"falsehood," and 
that Rusesabagina 
was not the hero 
the movie made 



him out to be. 

HAVANA, Cuba: Cuban leader Fidel 
Castro has published two newspaper 
columns denouncing using food sources 
for biofuels. He stated that the Bush ad- 
ministration's support of these practices 
will leave the poor of the world hungry. 
Castro has not made a public appear- 
ance since stepping down as president 
eight months ago due to illness. 

—world shorts: cnn.com 

NATION 

FORT IRWIN. Calif.: President Bush 
acknowledged that Americans are 
weary of the Iraq war but defended his 
choice to send more troops to the coun- 
try. He made this speech to a group of 
soldiers receiving cross-cultural train- 
ing before they are shipped out. Speak- 
ing of those who opposed the decision, 
Bush said "we can not allow honest dif- 
ferences in Washington" to harm the 
troops. 

NEW HAVEN, Conn.: Three students 
from Yale University have been charged 
in the burning of an American flag. The 
students were charged with arson, reck- 
less endangerment and other crimes. 
Yale University said that student disci- 
pline matters are confidential. 

BENTONVILLE, Ark.: A technician 
fired from Wal-Mart said that he had 
been part of a surveillance program that 
spied on company employees. Wal- 



WAL*MART 



Mart maintains that it fired the man and 
his supervisor for recording phone calls. 
His claims even go so far as to suggest 
involvement from a former CIA and 
FBI official. 

— nation shorts: washingtonpost.com 

WEIRD 

CLENDENIN, W.Va.: Several young 
boys have created a health hazard in 
their town by stealing four lbs. of mer- 
cury and carrying it around town. The 
boys took it from an unlocked dentist's 
office. They have shown high levels of 
exposure but are not sick, and about 200 
residents are going to be screened for 
exposure. 

HOLTS V1LLE, N. Y.: A group of eighth 
graders fed their class a batch of dough- 
nuts laced with 
laxatives. There 
were no injuries, 
but ambulances 
were dispatched 
as a precaution. 
The school dis- 
trict has said it 
will handle disci- 
plining the stu- 
dents. 

PASADENA, Md.: A woman who is 
seven-months pregnant has been ac- 
cused of selling sex on craigslist.com, 
with her husband acting as her pimp. An 
undercover officer responded to the ad 
and went to the woman's house, where 
he was greeted by the husband, who 
knew the man was there to have sex 
with his wife. 

—weird shorts: AP 
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March 21 — At 8: 13 a.m., police received a report 
that someone was trying to put out a cigarette in 
the card reader of Mercer Hall. There was no other 
damage and the readers are still functional. There 
are no suspects or witnesses and the case is under 
investigation. 

March 21 — At 8:21 p.m., an officer observed a 
20-year-old male resident of Randolph Hall and a 
19-year-old male resident of Randolph Hall on the 
roof of Pollard Hall. The students were referred 
to administration. 

March 21 — At 9 p.m., police received a call from 
residence life to assist in a drug search of a resi- 
dence hall room. Police assisted while residence 
life staff performed a drug search and found mar- 
ijuana. Police referred a 19-year-old male resident 
of Willard Hall to the administration, 

March 25 — At 7:46 a.m., police discovered a 
window broken on the ground floor of Trinkle 
Hall. The window was to a computer lab, but po- 
lice ascertained that there was no theft. There are 



Police 
Beat 

By STEPHANIE TAIT 

Editor In Chief 



no suspects or witnesses and the case is under in- 
vestigation. 

March 29 — At 5: 14 p.m., police received a report 
from a female resident of the apartments that the 
driver's side window of her car was broken. Po- 
lice discovered the window was broken by a rock 
thrown by lawn-mowing equipment. 

March 31 — At 10:05 p.m., police received a re- 
port of a dumpster fire at the south end of Russell 
Hall. When police arrived, the dumpster was en- 
gulfed in flames and police called the Fredericks- 
burg Fire Department to put out the fire. 

March 24 — At 1:15 p.m. an 18-year-old female 
resident of Mason Hall reported to police that 
someone had stolen her purple bike with white 
flowers, valued at $ 1 00. Police recovered the bike 
later in the day. 

March 24 — At 4:20 p.m., an officer on foot patrol 
saw a banner that read "bong hits for Jesus" hang- 
ing from George Washington Hall. Police discov- 




ered that someone broke a lock in order to gain 
entrance to the roof. Police removed the banner. 
There are no suspects or witnesses and the case is 
under investigation. 

March 27 — At 3:32 p.m., police received a report 
that someone stole a computer, valued at $1,500, 
from Trinkle Hall. There are no suspects or wit- 
nesses and the case is under investigation. 

March 29 — At 1 :42 a.m., an officer on foot patrol 
saw three males walking and talking loudly. He 
approached the group after seeing one male stum- 
ble. Police arrested, Bryant C. Robins, a 1 9-year- 
old student for being drunk in public. 

March 27 — At 1 :39 a.m., an officer on foot patrol 
saw a group of students near Jepson Hall and saw 
one student attempting to climb the outside of the 
building. Police issued Zachary Hare, a 22-year- 
old male resident of Fredericksburg, a trespass 
warning. 



Green Plan Gets Red Light 
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"If you take a look at the list, the 
overwhelming majority of schools are 
public schools," Cortese said. "Many 
of them are community colleges, 
which have far fewer resources than a 
school [like Mary Washington]." 

The potential burden on Virginia 
taxpayers was among Frawley's con- 
tentions, which also included the pos- 
sible fallout the school would incur if 
he could not hold up to his end of the 
bargain. 

According to Cortese, Frawley's 
concerns are unfounded. 

"It's a false dichotomy to suggest 
that it would be a burden on state tax- 
payers. . ." Cortese said. "The real bur- 
den on state tax payers is what would 
happen if we didn't do something to 
address climate change." 

Mike Bass, of the environmental 
science department, an expert on envi- 
ronmental management and member 
of a related State Advisory Committee, 
said that he could understand why 
President Frawley might not sign the 
commitment. 

Bass commiserated with Frawley's 
predicament while reviewing the 
specifics of the two-page proposal. 

"There's nothing here that I don't 
like, but that's putting the school in a 
tenuous situation," Bass said. "We're 
constrained by a particular budget, so 
it's difficult to make a commitment 
without knowing where the final sup- 
port is coming from." 

Even though Bass appreciated the 
difficulties associated with signing the 
commitment, he said that UMW 
should strive to set a positive example 
for the surrounding community. 

Bass noted that Virginia's state gov- 
ernment is not a leader in providing fi- 
nancial support for going green. 

UMW's Vice President of business, 
finance and legislative affairs Rick 
Hurley confirmed Bass's observation, 
citing executive orders issued by both 
former Gov. Mark Warner and Gov. 
Tim Kaine that encouraged state insti- 
tutions to conserve energy without pro- 
viding institutions with requisite 
financial support. 



"The state government is not a 
leader in conservation," Hurley said. 
"They're leaders in issuing executive 
orders to limit energy consumption." 

Hurley and Frawley first learned 
about the climate commitment in an e- 
mail from Professor Ernie Ackermann, 
chair of the Computer Science depart- 
ment. Ackermann said that forwarded 
them an article from the Feb. 16 edi- 
tion of The Chronicle of Higher Edu- 
cation online, but 
he never received 
a reply. 

"I never heard 
back from them. 
I remember presi- 
dent Frawley men- 
tioning something 
about conservation 
about a month ago 
at a Faculty Senate 
meeting," Acker- 
mann said. "But it 
had nothing to do 
with the commit- 
ment." 

In response to 
President Fraw- 
ley's concern about 
burdening Virginia 
taxpayers Acker- 
mann played 
devil's advocate. 

"By analogy, we shouldn't ask the 
state general assembly for anything," 
Ackermann said. 

Ackermann continued, saying that 
"if you were being cynical you could 
say that it's like Bush's decision not 
to sign on to the Kyoto Protocol be- 
cause the agreement was too bind- 
ing. 

Professors Bass, Ackermann and 
the president of UMW's Ecology 
Club, sophomore Hilary Lufkin, cred- 
ited the University with making an in- 
stitutional commitment to 
conservation beyond the climate com- 
mitment. 

Lufkin cited the University's part- 
nership with NORESCO, an energy 
service company dedicated to promot- 
ing efficiency as a testament to 
UMW's environmental awareness. 

According to Rick Hurley, UMW 
has worked with NORESCO for two 
years, changing out light bulbs, 



With all of Presi- 
dent Frawley s talk 
about us becoming a 
leading university I'd 
think he would have 
signed on. 



Hilary Lufkin 



faucets, and toilets to energy-efficient 
models, and improving monitoring of 
the residence halls' consumption 
habits. 

Hurley said he is looking forward 
to continuing work with NORESCO 
next year, when the school will be- 
come the first in Virginia and the third 
in the nation to enroll in a program 
targeted at improving students' con- 
sumption habits to promote conserva- 
tion. 

Lufkin said that 

although she was 
"very excited' to 
be working with 
the school and 
NORESCO repre- 
sentative Scott 
Finlinson on next 
year's project, she 
was disappointed 
that Frawley chose 
not to extend his 
support to the cli- 
mate commitment. 

"We should be 
challenging our- 
selves as a Uni- 
versity," Lufkin 
said. "With all of 
President Fraw- 
ley's talk about us 
becoming a lead- 
ing university I'd think he would have 
signed on." 

The geography major was also dis- 
couraged to learn that the University 
of Virginia recently declined to sign 
the commitment. 

"Man, fight the power. If all the 
college and university presidents in 
Virginia signed on and really wanted 
this they could make it happen," 
Lufkin said. "What's the worst out- 
come? If you try and it works, great, 
and if you try and you lose — you lose. 
But at least you can say you gave it a 
shot." 

U.Va. earned a "D" this year for its 
commitment to conservation on The 
College Sustainability Report Card, 
published in January by the Sustain- 
able Endowments Institute, an organi- 
zation dedicated to the research and 
management of higher-education en- 
dowments. 

U.Va. was in good company as one 
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of 20 schools receiving the lowest 
awarded grade. The only other Virginia 
schools on the list, Washington & Lee 
University and the University of Rich- 
mond each earned a "C-." 

The Green report card evaluated 
100 leading public and private institu- 
tions across seven main categories re- 
lated to a school's administrative 
capacity, investment transparency, pro- 
grams promoting climate change, en- 
ergy efficiency, food and recycling 
efforts as well as environmentally- 
friendly construction projects. 

The selected schools collectively 
possess $258 billion- approximately 75 
per cent of all higher education endow- 
ment investments, according to the 
Sustainable Endowment Institute's 
Web site. The Cambridge, Mass.- 
based group estimates U.Va.'s endow- 
ments at $3.6 billion. 

U.Va. sophomore Dana Richards, 
president of the school's Students for 
Environmental Action group is not 
convinced that' the school's March 21 
statement declining the climate com- 
mitment was forthcoming. 

"I definitely do not accept the ad- 
ministration's official line that the 
commitment is simply not practical" 
Richards said. "1 feel like [U.Va. Pres- 
ident John Casteen III] is basically 
lying when he says that." 

Richards, an active conservationist 
who got her start doing beach clean- 
ups and selling re-usable hemp bags 
for her high school's environmental 
group, said that she was "offended and 
disgusted" by the language used in 
U.Va.'s official statement. 

"Casteen discredits the [climate 
commitment's sponsors] as a bunch of 
'environmental activists' with agendas 
'outside of higher education' that 'earn 
their products by selling environmental 
services,'" Richards said. "None of 
these organizations recruited us with 
intentions to use us with their own 
ends in mind, as Casteen seems to 
imply... it made me furious to read 
this." 

U.Va. President John Casteen never 
responded to Richard's concerns, al- 
though Amanda Banton of U.Va.'s 
University Relations division initially 
expressed interest in formulating a 
reply. 



Campus To Welcome Koreans 
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ademic Services, JoAnn Schrass have 
also offered to be part of the pre-se- 
mester training session for the stu- 
dents," Yook said. 

While at UMW, the students will 
hold a typical five-class workload 
relevant to their intended major. All 
of the students are fluent enough in 
English to participate in class inter- 
actions. 

Yook noted, however, that the stu- 
dents will likely have some issues 
with grammar, as well as the vastly 
different social situations present in 
the U.S. 

Yook is pleased with the pro- 
gram's development. 



"We will do all that is needed to 
make this program successful," Yook 
said. "With the level of interest and 
support that I have already seen, I 
have no doubt that we 
can make this happen 
together." 

Sang Yoon, presi- 
dent of the Asian Stu- 
dent Association, 
expressed uncertainty 
about the actual suc- 
cess of the program at 
UMW since talking to 
some of Sungshin 
Women's University's 
professors about their previous at- 
tempts at this exchange. 

"1 spoke with the two professors 
about a month ago during their visit," 
Yoon said. "They said that they have 




previously sent their Korean students 
to colleges in California. They said 
that those students did not get any- 
thing out of it because they just min- 
gled with Korean 
students that were al- 
ready there." 

Yook hopes that 
the UMW exchange 
program will be dif- 
ferent. She is plan- 
ning to have regular 
meetings for the 
Sungshin students in 
which they would be 
able to openly discuss 
challenges they are experiencing, lin- 
guistically, academically and socially. 

Students around campus have 
heard different information about the 
program, but nothing in detail. 



Sophomore Elle Weaver hopes 
that the program will benefit the Uni- 
versity. 

"As diverse as we are trying to be, 
we really aren't at all," Weaver said. 
"Branching out is definitely good for 
our school: both for reputation and 
just learning about different cul- 
tures." 

According to the University's Web 
site, Sungshin Women's University is 
made up of seven different colleges 
with a total of 35 majors, and five 
graduate students. 

The University has an enrollment 
of about 13,000 students with 680 
staff and faculty members, while 
UMW has about 4,000 students en- 
rolled at its undergraduate campus. 
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Editorial 



Stephanie Tait and Tierney Plumb 
Editor in Chief and Associate Editor 



Newt Gingrich is coming. 
Suck it up. 

We know that this is not the most 
popular decision among professors 
and students, but that's because so 
many aren't seeing the big picture. 

The notoriety and name recogni- 
tion that will come along with the for- 
mer Speaker of the House will be 
immeasurable and will help to further 
solidify the University's place on the 
national map. 

Understandably, Gingrich's recent 
admission of adultery (ironically dur- 
ing his involvement in the attempted 
impeachment of Clinton for things of 
the same nature) has left a bad taste 
in the mouths of many on campus. 

However, Frawley said that the ad- 
ministration has been trying to get 



Gingrich to agree to speak here since 
December 2006, way before his ad- 
mittance of his extra-marital affair. 

Granted, Gingrich's views are not 
shared by all and many think he is a 
sleaze, but try to see past this and 
you'll see a wise choice for the Uni- 
versity. 

This past year, we've had a number 
of high-profile speakers and Gingrich 
is the icing on the proverbial cake — 
the cake topper, if you will. 

In the words of PR and advertising, 
you can't buy this kind of publicity. 

In the past, graduation speakers 
have tended to elicit snores and 
yawns from the crowd. 

At least this year there's something 
to keep us all awake, even if it leaves 
us fuming. 



Congress Calls Immigra- 
tion Reform A Priority 



By GLORIA PEREIRA 

Guest Columnist 

Everyone at some point in their lives has 
come across the issue of immigration. Whether 
it be in the classroom, on the news, or right next 
door no one can deny that immigration is an 
issue pertinent to Americans today. 

But what you may not know is the extent to 
which immigration is taking over Capitol Hill. 

I'm here to give you the other side of the 
story; to let you know that there are people and 
interest groups lobbying on behalf of immigra- 
tion reform. 

On March 7-8 the National Council of La 
Raza (NCLR) played host to a National Issue 
Briefing and Advocacy Day. 

The first day consisted of learning about im- 
portant immigration bills that have tried to get 
passed before and are still trying to get passed 
today. • 

These bills concern all sorts of issues that af- 



fect immigrants including health care, education, 
economic mobility, criminal justice and perhaps 
most importantly, comprehension immigration 
reform. 

One such bill is the Development, Relief, and 
Education for Alien Minors (DREAM) Act 
which seeks to help young people whose immi- 
gration status prohibits them from obtaining 
legal status (often through no fault of their own) 
therefore making it more difficult to pay for any 
type of higher education. 

As most of us know, one of the benefits of at- 
tending an in-state college or university is the tu- 
ition we get to pay and how it is often thousands 
of dollars less than the price of an out-of-state 
school. 

Unfortunately, for the young people whose 
legal residency has not yet been determined, they 
can not pay in-state tuition even if they have 
lived within the state for the given amount of 

years. 

The DREAM Act seeks to make high educa- 



Let's Talk About Peace 



By JOE KATZ 

Guest Columnist 

On Feb. 25, 1994, an Israeli doctor named 
Baruch Goldstein entered a Muslim holy site 
known as the Al-Haram Al-lbrahirni. Instead of 
doing what he was trained to do-save lives-he 
proceeded to kill 29 innocent Palestinians as 
they worshipped. He was eventually subdued, 
and subsequently killed, by his surviving vic- 
tims. 

Unfortunately, such massacres are not un- 
common in the Middle East. For instance, in 
2002, a Palestinian suicide bomber made his 
way into a Passover dinner being held at the 
Park Hotel in Netanya, Israel. When Abdel- 
Basset Odeh detonated himself, he killed 30 Is- 
raelis and wounded 140, many of whom were 
Holocaust survivors. 

Most Americans are saddened when they 
hear stories like these, but unfortunately, many 
of us take the fatalistic view that there is noth- 
ing we can do to stop the Israeli-Palestinian 
tragedy. People often ask me "why should we 
care about Israel and Palestine when there's 
nothing we can do about it?" 

This is a good question, and it deserves a 
good answer. But first, let's be clear about the 
nature of the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Without a doubt, it is one of the most com- 
plicated issues facing the international commu- 
nity-it involves politics, religion, economics 
and a whole bunch of other stuff. 

But at the end of the day, the Arab-Israeli 
conflict is a humanitarian issue that has caused 
the deaths of thousands of innocent people, 
many of whom were just children who only 
wanted what all children want-to go to school 
and play with their friends, without worrying 
about being shot at or blown up. 

The people of Israel and Palestine are 
trapped in a humanitarian crisis and we should 
care about the Israelis and the Palestinians for 
the same reason we care about the victims of 
any war or humanitarian crisis-whether it be 
the genocide in Darfur, the menace of AIDS in 
Africa or the devastating tsunamis that have 
struck Asia in recent years 

We care about these people because it is the 
right thing to do and because we can help them 
if we put our minds to it. Americans come out 



in the thousands to attend marches, rallies, 
fundraisers and benefit concerts to support all 
manner of humanitarian efforts. 

But when it comes to making peace in the 
Holy Land, many Americans suddenly believe 
they are powerless. 

This is surprising, given that we actually 
have more power to end Middle East blood- 
shed than most other crises. Our government 
cannot negotiate with an AIDS virus, or offer 
economic incentives to a tsunami to encourage 
it not to strike and we have absolutely no influ- 
ence over the Sudanese government. 

We do, however, send hundreds of millions 
of dollars every year to both the Israelis and the 
Palestinians. Most people are unaware that, 
through the power of the purse, the U.S. has 
tremendous influence over both nations. 

Unfortunately, we have failed to demand 
that our elected officials use that influence to 
bring an end to Israeli and Palestinian policies 
that continue to bring about violence and 
bloodshed. 

If we knew more about the conflict and un- 
derstood both sides, we could have an incredi- 
ble impact on the Middle East. By being more 
informed voters, we can contact our elected of- 
ficials and ask that they support peaceful poli- 
cies in the Middle East, and we can vote for 
politicians who already support such policies. 

So we don't need to go to rallies and 
fundraisers to make a difference in the Middle 
East - although don't get me wrong, those help 
a lot too. 

Ultimately, all we need to do is take a little 
time to become more familiar with the issues 
involved in Middle East peacemaking. For stu- 
dents who want to learn more, there is an or- 
ganization called Students for Peace in the 
Middle East. 

Our meetings are open discussions, and any- 
one is invited and encouraged to attend, regard- 
less of their views. These discussions are a 
great way for us to learn more about the con- 
flict, expand our horizons, and explore other 
people's viewpoints. 

We encourage students to join us and dis- 
cuss what we can do to end the humanitarian 
crisis plaguing the Israelis and the Palestinians. 

Joe Kat: is a senior. 



tion more affordable by allowing qualified immi- 
grant students to apply for legal status. 

The second day was spent visiting various 
Congressional offices on Capitol Hill, including 
Virginia's very own Senator John Warner's of- 
fice. 

With a few select offices, advocates who 
came to support immigration policies were able 



to sit down with a member of the staff of that 
particular office before getting to voice their 
opinions on what is being done in terms of immi- 
gration policy and what needs to be changed. 

Participating in such events as NCLR'S Na- 
tional Advocacy day gives people a chance to 

► See REFORM, page 9 
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Students Rock Out To Guitar Hero 



By LAUREN JURGENSEN 

Staff Writer 

Want to feel like a rock star? It's easier than 
you might think, especially if you live next door 
to one of Mary Washington's Guitar Hero afi- 
cionados. 

The PlayStation 2 and Xbox 360 music 
video game, which requires an electric guitar- 
shaped peripheral that players use to perform 
their favorite rock and roll songs, has gained 
popularity on campus not only as a distraction 
from the stress of studying, but as a hip way to 
socialize and compete against friends. 

"I love playing the song 'Jessica,'" said 
Craig Condon, senior business major. "I have 
played it so much that my roommates won't let 
me play it anymore." 

Condon said that he kept hearing about the 
video game from other people until eventually 
he and his three roommates decided that they 
had to try it for themselves. They pur- 
chased Guitar Hero II, which is the most 
current version of the game and a sig- 
nificant upgrade of the original Gui- 
tar Hero. 

According to Heather Grei- 
der, a freshman 
history major, 

the new 
version of 
Guitar 
Hero 
has 



better songs and a helpful practice level. 
"Guitar Hero II is way better, but I am a 
newbie at it, so maybe my judgment of it isn't 
very reliable," she said. 

Greider also said that the game can be al- 
most too challenging. 

"It's sort of like accidentally hitting 'hard' 
for a level in DDR [Dance Dance Revolution]. 
You start, scream in panic, and then let someone 
else take over," she said. 

Despite the game's difficulty, both Condon 
and Greider see Guitar Hero as an ideal way to 
spend time with friends. 

"After we start, it's hard to 
quit playing," Greider 
said. 

Condon and his 
friends don't set up spe- 
cific times to play and 
when they do play it's usu- 
ally spontaneous. 
"People will just come over 
and it will start," he said. "When we 
first got the game we had a party at our 
house and my roommates and I just sat and 
played while we paid no attention to the fifty 




people around us." 

Even alumni have gotten caught up in Guitar 
Hero campus craze. Bob McGeorge, a 2005 
UMW graduate, travels back to campus from 
Washington, DC, to play the game, although 
he admits he is not as good as his younger peers. 

"I like playing Guitar Hero with friends 
when I'm back on campus because it helps me 
reconnect with my college experience," McGe- 
orge said. "I don't have a 
lot of time to practice, so 
1 get beaten pretty badly 
when I have the occasion 
to play against Mary 
Washington students." 

Guitar Hero first 
came onto the video 
game scene in November 
of 2005, offering an alter- 
native to the early arcade 
game GuitarFreaks. Un- 
like GuitarFreaks, which 
features a number of 
Japanese pop and rock 
songs, Guitar Hero songs 
are primarily culled from 
classic rock, metal and 
alternative musical gen- 
res. 

Songs from the orig- 
inal version of the game 
include David Bowie's "Ziggy Stardust," 
Franz Ferdinand's "Take Me Out," and Black 
Sabbath's "Iron Man", while Guitar Hero II 
contains songs ranging from My Chemical 
Romance's "Dead!" to Wolfmother's 
"Woman" and Iggy Pop and the Stooge's 
"Search and Destroy." 

To perform the songs, the player must use 
the guitar peripheral to play scrolling notes 
by holding the corresponding fret button on 
the guitar's neck, while holding down the 
strum bar. The more accurate the player is, the 
more likely they are to gain access to bonus 
songs. 

While the bonus songs featured on Guitar 



Hero II for Playstation 2 are numerous, the 
Xbox 360 version of the game — which was re- 
leased this past Tuesday— is equipped with ten 
extra bonus tracks, with several more songs 
available for download online. 

Other perks of the game include its selection 
of the popular Gibson, Epiphone and Kramer 
guitar brands, such as the Gibson Les Paul and 
the Music Man StingRay bass, as well as its 
range of venues. Play- 
ers can make a virtual 
stop at the Vans 
Warped Tour or at the 
site of Stonehenge in 
England. 

The worldwide 
popularity of Guitar 
Hero II has won it nu- 
merous awards, among 
them five of 
IGN.com's Best of 
2006 awards: Best 
Music Game, Best 
PlayStation 2 Music 
Game, Best Licensed 
Soundtrack, Best 
PlayStation 2 Licensed 
Soundtrack, and Best 
PlayStation 2 Offline 
Multiplayer Game. 
Junior English 
major Meg Swecker said that in addition to 
these awards, the game is also great for teaching 
skills to young children. 

"If any game is going to teach kids eye-hand 
coordination and aural response, it would be this 
game," she said. "You have to be so fast, and it 
really trains your ear. It's a good confidence 
booster, too, because you feel like a rock star." 

On average, the game alone costs from $40 
to $50 and the wireless guitar peripheral is an 
extra $50. 

"Even though 1 don't have enough money 
to own it and play it more on my own time, I 
would love to buy it someday, because it's awe- 
some," Swecker said. 



When we first 
got the game we 
had a party at our 
house and my room- 
mates and I just sat and 
played while we paid 
no attention to the fifty 
people around us. 
-Craig Condon 
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Behind The Scenes: Still Part Of The Team 



By KAY BOATNER 

Staff Writer 



The University of Mary Washington's women's basketball 
team made it to the final four of their division this year, coming 
in third place. Senior forward Debbie Bruen was named as an 
All-American player by the Women's Basketball Coaches Asso- 
ciation. Head coach Deena Applebury was awarded the NCAA 
Division III National Coach of the Year title. 

So what does manager Stephanie 
Sims think the 2006-2007 teams' 
greatest accomplish- 
ment is? 
Flanaball. 
"Sarah Flana- 
gan [a junior 
guard] was out for 
the season with a 
torn ACL, so we 
decided to create 
a game in her 
honor," said Sims, 
a 21 -year-old jun- 
ior. "It was pretty awe- 



/A 



some. 

According to Sims, the game consists of 
using a remote control to hit a water bottle at vari- 
ous other objects in a hotel room like the one the 
team stayed in at Springfield, Mass., for the Final 
Four tournament. 

"Lisa Tracy got a grand slam," said Sims, a 
business administration major. "But we were all 
pretty good at it." 

Inventing new games isn't the only thing Sims 
contributes to the UMW women's basketball team. 

Sims, along with Amy Sutphin, also a 2 1 -year- 
old junior, serves as a manager for the team. This 
is Sims' second year as a manager, and Sutphin 's 
third. Sutphin was recently promoted to the posi- 
tion of student assistant. 

Sutphin's cousin, Jennifer Olinger, played for 
the team before Sutphin started attending UMW 




and informed her of 
the manager position. 

"I had played bas- 
ketball for a few years 
in high school and I 
wanted to stay in- 
volved with the sport, 
so when my cousin 
told me about the job, 
I knew I would have 
fun with it," Sutphin 
said. 

Sutphin thinks the 
team has shown great 
improvement since 
her first year with 
them. 

"The girls have 
had to work really 
hard to play like they 
did this year. That 
work really paid off, 
obviously," said Sut- 
phin, an education 
and Spanish double 
major. "It's really 
cool that I've gotten 
to see them build to 
what they are now." 

What they are 
now is a team with 3 1 
wins for the season, 

breaking the school record for season wins. The team also made 
there first ever Final Four appearance. 

Helping them along the way have been Sims and Sutphin. 

As managers, both girls are responsible for helping plan and 
monitor drills during practices. Sutphin also assists Coach Apple- 
bury in determining what plays will work best on the court. 

At games, Sutphin is responsible for keeping the game book. 

"I keep track of who scores how many times, how many fouls 
we've had, that kind of stuff," Sutphin said. 

Sims is responsible for videotaping the team's performance at 



Courtesy of Kay Boalner 

Juniors Stephanie Sims (left) and Amy Sutphin serve as the UMW women's basketball 
team managers. The girls videotape games, record statistics and traveled with the 
players to the division III final four. 

games, both home and away. 

"That's really helpful, because then the girls can watch the 
tapes and see what they need to work on and what they did 
wrong," Sims said. 

Videotaping the team isn't the only thing she does at the 
games. 

"I also sing the national anthem," she said. "The team has 
told me that they like when I sing because it pumps them up more 

► See BASKETBALL, page 5 
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To staying up 
all night to 
watch the sun 
rise. 




To a secret 
Spring Formal 
location. 




To day drink- 
ing. 




To car acci- 
dents. 
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The Long And Short Of It 



By TIERNEY MCAFEE 

Assistant Features Editor 

When actress Mia Farrow chopped off her 
hair in 1966, Salvador Dali called it "mythical 
suicide." 

Well, it's 2007, and mythical suicide is back 
in style, so grab your scissors, sisters! 

Whether the call comes from fashion, char- 
ity, convenience or even politics, many 
women at UMW are 
ditching their 
long locks for 
short, sassy 
styles. 



Last fall, UMW senior Julie Skarwecki 
opted for a do-it-yourself 'do, shearing off six 
inches of her own lengthy mane. 

"I was pretty excited, but a little nervous 
about single-handedly making my hair look 
like it had been cut with a weed 
whacker," Skar- 
wecki said. 



"But after doing the deed, I loved it." 

Skarwecki, an English major with a love for 
fashion, says she followed the short tresses 
trend because it was flattering to her size and 
style. 

According to Kara Jesella's article in the 



New York Times, short hair has returned every 
few fashion seasons since the late 80s, and this 
season "is certainly one of them." 

Junior Gwynne Mapes gave a nod to the 
trend earlier this month when she got nine 
inches chopped off to achieve a chin-length cut. 

"Wearing it long was a huge pain in the 
butt," Mapes said. "I miss it and I knew I'd 
miss it, but this is so much easier and more sum- 
mery." 

Mapes, who had long hair for years, was 
nervous about making the cut. 

"I actually cried a little bit during it, but I 
was excited too because change is cool," she 
said. 

Karena Nichols, a stylist at Regis Salons on 
Plank Road, said that she has seen an in- 
crease in short hairdos over the last 
seven months. 



A short cut is often 
accompanied by long side bangs, and the 
"flip-out look" is one of the most popular ways 
to wear it, she says. 

"I think women like it because it's easier for 
them to get up and go," Nichols said. "It's cute 
and there's not too much they have to do with 
it- 
Nichols said that women often bring in pic- 
tures of movie or television stars to serve as 
models for the stylists. Two of the stars cus- 
tomers most frequently bring in pictures of are 
Sandra Bullock, who currently sports a longer 
shoulder-length cut with long side bangs, and 
Reese Witherspoon, who recently wore her hair 
in a chin-length bob. 

According to Tracey Lomrantz of the New 
York Daily News, pixie haircuts are the next big 



thing for short hair-lovers. Stylist-to-the-stars 
Sally Hershberger said in the article that the cur- 
rent version of the pixie cut is "super short on 
the tops and sides, but is. . .all about the layers." 

Sharon German, the manager and a stylist at 
the Great Clips hair salon on Carl D. Silver 
Parkway, says that she cut several pixie hairdos 
in the past week alone. But she attributes the 
rise in shorter cuts to a seasonal change, rather 
than a current fashion trend. 

"When it starts getting warmer, everyone 
cuts their hair off," German said. "I think most 
of the time people do it because it's easy and 
convenient." 

Others who make the cut boast a 
more noble cause 



than fashion or weather: 
charity. 

Regis Salons offers a 20 percent 
discount to customers who donate 
their tresses to Clip for the Cure, a program 
sponsored by Regis Corporation to benefit 
breast cancer research. 

According to German, Great Clips collabo- 
rates with' Locks of Love, a public non-profit 
organization that provides hairpieces to children 
who suffer from medical hair loss. She says 
Great Clips usually sends hair from two or three 
customers to Locks of Love each week. 

Last December, senior Suzanne Volinski do- 
nated 10 inches, the minimum length Locks of 
Love accepts, when she got her hair cut "above 



shoulder-ish." 

"I went into the salon wanting a change," 
Volinski said. "I had long hair for a while and 
it was time for something new. My stylist told 
me that if I went a couple inches shorter than I 
had intended, I would be able to donate it to 
Locks of Love, so I went for it." 

Jesella says short hair's "rogue history is 
part of the look's appeal" and a short 'do has 
"long been indicative of a liberated woman." 

Freshman English major Lindsay Morgan 
keeps her locks short to pay tribute to the fem- 
inist movement. 

"Long hair is kind of like a security blanket 
for girls," Mor- 
gan said. "It's 
such a mark of 
stereotypical 
femininity. After 
all, you don't 
hear poems 
being written 
about the way a 
girl's faux hawk 
or meepers float 
in the wind." 

Meepers, 
Morgan ex- 
plains, are very 
short hairs styled 
to stick straight 
up on the back 
and crown of the 
head. A faux 
hawk is "a more 
subtle version" of a mohawk in which the sides 
of the hair are slicked back and the middle sec- 
tion is gelled upward into a spike, she says. 

Morgan first made the cut during her soph- 
omore year of high school and has kept it short 
ever since. She said she isn't concerned with 
her haircuts anymore. 

"I have ceased to feel emotion about it," 
Morgan said. "I mean, it's just hair. It's silly to 
get attached to or emotional over something like 
that. It's a bunch of dead cells collected on your 
head." 



// s such a 
mark of stereo- 
typical femininity. 
After all, you don't 
hear poems being 
written about the way 
a girl s faux hawk or 
meepers float in the 
wind. 
—Lindsay Morgan 



You're Kfllin' Me 

A Column for the Misanthropes of UMW 



By TIERNEY MCAFEE 

Assistant Features Editor 

Athletes, Schmathletes! 

When a friend asked me to play 
beer pong last weekend, I said I had 
something in my eye and ran away. 

Beer pong is my worst nightmare. 
It's gym class revisited. 

Whenever my ball hits an innocent 
partygoer on the other side of the 
room instead of the white-rimmed 



people nearly bust a vein over losing 
a game of beer pong thanks to sub-par 
partners who are far better than I at 
the art of throwing little balls into 
cups. 

What's the deal with these sports 
Nazis? They're always looking for 
opportunities to show off their athletic 
prowess: getting competitive over ca- 
sual games of Frisbee; playing dirty in 
beach volleyball. They're at parties, 
flipping cups faster than you. They're 



Solo cup, I am skyrocketed back to in the streets, riding their bikes faster 
that shame-filled day in 5th grade than you. 
when the other 



kids crucified 
me for wearing 
patent leather 
Payless sneak- 
ers to a track 
try-out. 

A slow, un- 
coordinated 
child, I never 
took much in- 
terest in any- 
thing ending 
with "ball." I 
was always 
picked last in 
gym class. 
Looking back, I 
don't blame 
them. Who 
wants to play 
basketball with 

someone who's never even scored a 
basket? Or whatever. 

Aside from the sit and reach, I 
pretty much sucked at everything fit- 
ness-related. I was more into reading, 
writing and other dorky activities. 

When people found out I didn't 
play sports, they were always like, 
"Well, what do you do then?" as if 
there is nothing else in the world to do 
besides run around like alsieanderthal 
hitting round objects. 

Consequently, I decided long ago 
to steer clear of beer pong and all 
other sports-in-disguise. I've seen 



And the 
worst part of it 
is, I know they 
think they're 
cooler than I 
am because 
they made the 
varsity soccer 
team when 
they were a 
sophomore in 
high school. 

No one 
cares! 

Although 
I've finally 
completed my 
physical edu- 
cation require- 
ments, I'm 
still haunted 
by the world 
of athletics on a regular basis. 

At the same time I was dodging the 
beer pong bullet, my roommates were 
at Old Rag Mountain, climbing rocks. 

They asked me if I wanted to 
come. 

"You know I don't like doing 
things," I said. "Why do you want to 
climb rocks, anyway? That's like 
working for no pay." 

"The view is very rewarding," was 
the response. 

The view from the couch is even 
better. And I don't have to scale a 
mountain to get there. 




Women's Managers 
Travel, Practice And 
Bond With Team ' 




i BASKETBALL, page 4 

than a tape would and it makes the entire expe- 
rience feel like something everyone on the 
team has contributed to." 

However, Sims' superstitions have pre- 
vented her from performing The Star-Span- 
gled-Banner a couple times. 

"I will not sing at games that I sang at last 
year if we lost to 
that team. I 
don't want to 
jinx anything," 
said Sims, who 
also refused to 
wear the same 
outfit this year 
that she wore 
when the team 
lost during the 
Sweet Sixteen 
tournament last 
season. 

Sutphin, 
while not super- 
stitious like 
Sims, prides 
herself on never 
forgetting a 
game. 

"They've all 
been good 
games, but my 
favorite game 
I've ever seen 
the team play 
was last sea- 
son's away one 
against 
Catholic," said 
Sutphin. "There 
were four sec- 
onds left on the 
clock and we 
were on the op- 
posite end of the 
court. Coach 
called a time out 
to set up a play 

and we won at the buzzer. I'll never forget 
that- 
Watching the games isn't the only thing 
that Sims and Sutphin love about the team. 

"They're just such a great group of girls," 
said Sims. "They have been really great at ac- 
cepting us as not just managers, but as actual 
team members like they are. We're part of the 



group, whether we play or not." 
Sutphin agrees. 

"They treat us like they treat each other 
and we always have a great time when we're 
all together," she said. 
The feeling is mutual. 
"Whether its filming games, taking stats, 
running the scoreboard or laughing with the 
player, our managers are a part of the team in 
every aspect," said Liz Hickey, a junior center 

on the 
team. 
"Steph and 
Amy's job 
goes way 
beyond 
games and 
practices. 
They are 
constantly 
doing 
work to 
help 
Coach and 
the play- 
ers. They 
deserve an 
enormous 
amount of 
credit for 
what they 
do." 

Sarah 
Flanagan, 
the inspira- 
tion behind 
Flanaball, 
has just as 
much fun 
with her 
managers 
as they do 
with her. 

"They 
both play 
with us 
when we 
play 
games at 

the end of practices and Amy even beat us all 
in knock-out one time," said Flanagan. "We 
all really love having them around and they're 
such a great addition to the team." 

Despite all the success that the team had 
this year, Sutphin and Sims predict even better 
things for next season. 

"We can totally match what we did this 
year and go even further," said Sutphin. 
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Ninja Turtles Return 
Triumphant in "TMNT 

But You Will Have To Buy Your Own Pizza 



By ANDY DRAKE 

Staff Writer 



I remember when my dad took me to see the 
original Ninja Turtles movie way back in 1 990. Ac- 
tually, that's not true, 1 remember going to the the- 
ater then waking up an hour and a half later as the 
credits started to roll. It wasn't that the original 
movie wasn't good, it was just too far removed 
from the Saturday morning cartoon show for my 
five year old brain to 
handle. 

Fortunately, no 5- 
year-olds are going to be 
sleeping through the 
new "TMNT," and I 
highly doubt any adults 
will either. 

"TMNT" strikes a 
near perfect balance of 
beautiful animation, 
cool story and fantastic 
action sequences that 
both old and new fans of 
the heroes in a half shell 
are sure to adore. 

The film opens with the team scattered in the lull 
after Shredder's defeat. Leonardo (the leader) is in 
South America attempting to get in touch with him- 
self. Donatello (the smart one) and Michelangelo 
(the funny one) have taken up real jobs, leaving 



Raphael (the drama queen) to keep the streets 
clean on his own. Lastly, April O'Neil (Sarah 
Michelle Gellar) has apparently decided to take a 
break from news reporting in order to become a 
martial arts expert as well as an expert on ancient 
South American myths. 

If the film has any real weakness, it's surely in 
the main plot. Four thousand years ago, an ancient 
king (Patrick Stewart) in the vein of Alexander the 
Great actually managed to achieve immortality but 
as the case usually is with these kinds of things, it 

comes with a heavy 

price. 

His four generals 
are turned to stone and 
thirteen dangerous 
monsters are un- 
leashed on the world. 

In the present day, 
the stars are about to 
align and the king, 
along with his myste- 
riously reanimated 
stone generals and of 
course, the foot clan 
(under new leader- 
ship), are searching all 
over New York to re-capture the monsters. 

How have these gigantic monsters gone unno- 
ticed for four thousand years? Why did the king 
wait until a week before the stars align to go find 
them? And most importantly, why is any of this 



TMNT strikes a near per- 
fect balance of beautiful anima- 
tion, cool story and fantastic 
action sequences that 
both old and new fans of the he- 
roes in a half shell are 
sure to adore. -> 



bad? 

Unfortunately, none of these 
questions get a satisfactory answer. 

Thankfully, the weak main plot is signifi- 
cantly mitigated by the excellently handled inter- 
actions between the turtles themselves. Although 
Mikey and Don take somewhat of a backseat role in 
this one, each of the turtles acts, looks and sounds 
just like I remembered. 

The main drama throughout the film comes not 
from the 13 monsters, but rather from Raphael's 
long standing resentment of Leonardo's leadership 
position. Although this territory has been covered 
plenty of times throughout the numerous movie, 
comic and TV versions of the turtles, "TMNT" 
makes it feel fresh, and their inevitable showdown 
on a rainy rooftop is easily the coolest part of the 
film. 

Another thing that makes "TMNT" well worth 
the price of admission is it's animation. It may not 
reach PIXAR levels of realism, but how realistic do 
anthropomorphic turtles, who are also ninjas, really 
need to be? Putting the turtles in computer anima- 
tion was definitely the right way to go, as it per- 
fectly blends the realism of the live action movies 



images courtesy of ninjaturtles.com 

with 

the high-flying 

stunts and action of the cartoons and comics. 

Besides the weak main plot, my only complaint 
about the movie is that it is just a little bit too 
afraid of its campy roots. Old school fans of the 
Saturday morning cartoon will be disappointed 
that the turtles are apparently no longer obsessed 
with pizza, and Michelangelo's trademark catch- 
phrases are nowhere to be found. 

I know they were trying to go for the grittier 
approach of the comics, but the filmmakers 
would have done well to remember that the 
comics still revolved around a completely ridicu- 
lous concept. 

Fortunately, this in no way hinders "TMNT" 
from being an intensely cool action movie that 
nearly anyone can enjoy. 




Charity Event Raises 
Money, Lowers Beards 

Bands And Art Lead Way To Huge Success 



Free Comedy Tonight 

Rising Star Kaitlin Colombo Takes On UMW 



By LENA MOSES-SCHMITT 

Staff Writer 

Kaitlin Colombo got into the stand-up comedy 
business when most girls her age were worrying 
about braces and surviving the eighth grade. She 
was 13, and called herself "The Lolita of Laugh- 
ter." 

"It was either that or another summer at the 
world's worst sports camp," Colombo wrote on 
her Web site. "[My stand-up debut] was like the 
first time I tasted chocolate. . .1 was hooked!" 

On Thursday, April 5, Colombo will be per- 
forming her stand-up at the University of Mary 
Washington for the second to last show of UMW's 
Spring Comedy Series. 

Colombo, a celebrity correspondent 

for E!, is herself young enough to be a 
college student... she clocks in at 20 years 
old. 

After her stand-up debut, Colombo 
started performing constantly at major 
Los Angeles clubs. A year later, she wrote 
a television show about what her life was 
like growing up with her gay father. Al- 
though it was sold to FOX, it wasn't pro- 
duced. She recently rewrote it and sent it 
to Touchstone Pictures. 

At 19, Colombo placed third in Cali- 
fornia's Funniest Female Contest and 
snagged a role on the short-lived MTV 
television show, "The Reality Show," 
with Andy Dick. 

More recently, Colombo has appeared 
on "Last Comic Standing" (season 4) and 
currently does comedic commentary for 
E!, also serving as a special correspon- 
dent for their Oscar pre-show. 

Colombo is currently developing a tel- 
evision show called "Colombo: Live!," 
which she described on her Web site as 
"'Oprah' meets 'The Daily Show,' or 
'The Carol Burnett Show' on acid." 



Her visit to UMW is part of her Stand Up With- 
out Panties Tour for colleges. 

"This live event is jam-packed with Stand Up, 
Live Music Video parodies and a few comedy 
shorts which I wrote and directed," Colombo said. 

Central to her comedic repertoire is her ability 
to poke fun at the teenybopper, over-rated celebri- 
ties that are her peers, such as Lindsay Lohan, Hi- 
lary Duff and Paris Hilton. 

She also created a new word, "futch"" — but 
you'll have to attend the show to find out what it 
means (as well as who she considers to be one). 

"My extended Stand Up set shatters society's 
misconceptions about my generation, which I've 
renamed Generation Baby on Board," Colombo 
wrote on her Web site. 



By SARA BAHRAINI 

Staff Writer 



Here's something that doesn't happen at the 
everyday charity fundraiser: 

"I'm going to f***ing kill you after this 
show, blondie!" shouted the lead singer of the 
Gay Blades to a girl in the audience who, unlike 
the rest of the band's standing listeners, was sit- 
ting nonchalantly in a chair. 

Performing at The Party for Charity, the Gay 
Blades was one of two New York bands to come 
down to Fredericksburg on Friday, March 30, 
to play at the Caroline Street venue. 

Hosted by University of Mary Washington 
students Erik Bruner-Yang and Jane Mangione, 
the event featured music, art, film, food and 
drinks to raise money for the Thurman Brisben 
Homeless Shelter which serves the greater 
Fredericksburg area. 

As the sound of music filled the streets 
downtown, people poured into the third floor 
studio to attend the party. The event sold around 
250 tickets and earned over $5,000. 

The proceeds included money from sales at 
the art auction and pledges for the participants 
of a pledge-a-thon style beard-growing compe- 
tition, which started a month prior to the party. 

Of the 15 beard-growers, J. Brian's Tap 
Room executive chef Eric Ryder was the win- 
ner, raising $600 for his beard. Contestants Tom 
Mangione, Charles Pinto and Jonathan Burkett 
also grew hefty amounts of facial fuzz. 

Prizes for the winner included a dinner at 
Claiborne's Restaurant and a free tattoo from 
Jack Brown's Tattoo Revival. However, Ryder 
donated his free tattoo to the raffle prizes for 
others to compete for. 



Kaitlin Colombo 

Great Hall 
9 p.m. Tonight 
Admission is Free 



Put on by 
Giant Productions 
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"[Ryder] had a good beard. He's a good 
guy," Bruner-Yang said. 

The event kicked off with a performance 
from the first band, Boy/Girl, an NYC-based 
indie-rock duo while party-goers walked 
around, surveying the art for sale. 

The exhibit and auction featured donated 
pieces from several UMW art students as well 
as local area artists. Most were contemporary, 
abstract pieces employing mixed media such as 
wire netting over wood. Many were also inex- 
pensive because they were not framed, making 
them more affordable for students attending the 
party. 

The stark, vibrant pieces of art added 
splashes of color to the white studio walls, as 
did the work of graffiti artists hired for the 
event who painted on the walls throughout the 
night. 

The party took off when the Gay Blades took 
the stage. The duo delivered indie-rock with a 
hardcore twist, which benefited, no doubt, from 
the eccentric lead singer's on-stage thrashing 
and over-the-top attitude. 

Perturbed by a girl who would not stand up 
for his show, the singer/guitarist played his gui- 
tar right next to her face during one of his solos, 
convinced that she would finally get out of her 
chair for him. She never did. 

Next, the UMW Breakers arrived on the 
scene. UMW alum DJ Frequency, producer for 
Snoop Dogg, was the deejay for the night. Hip- 
hop music blasted through the studio as the club 
members took turns showing off their break- 
dancing moves. 

Their high-energy performance prompted 
many others in the crowd to join in and dance. 
The performance was a first for the Breakers' 
newest member, sophomore Jeremiah Karrs. 
Though initially anxious, the positive energy 
from the crowd lured him to bust a move. 

"I think the crowd enjoyed what they saw," 
Karrs said. 

Following the Breakers' performance, Fred- 
ericksburg-based reggae group the Transmitters 
took the stage. Their laid-back sound was a hit 
with the audience. 

"They were really quite good," Karrs said, 
claiming that the Transmitters were, "better 
than any local band," he had seen so far. 

Sophomore reggae fan Emma Clarkson 
agreed. 

"I love the Transmitters," Clarkson said. 
"They're always fantastic." 

The night finally came to a close at 2 a.m. 
after the art from the exhibit was auctioned off 
and the beard-growing competition contestants 
were recognized. All in all, the man of the night 
saw his charity event as a success. 

"We went through six kegs of beer and sold 
over 80 percent of the art," Bruner-Yang said. 
"The party cost $1,500, so our final donation 
will be around $3,500." 

Sometimes all it takes to raise money for 
charity is to grow a beard and drink a beer. 
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Rock Greats Guns N' Roses Seem Finally Poised To Reconquer Rock 



By WILL COPPS 

Entertainment Editor 



In 2002, Guns N' Roses appeared as surprise 
guests on MTV's VMA Music Awards with prom- 
ises of a world tour and new album. The album 
was subsequently delayed and the tour was can- 
celled before it was halfway done, three days be- 
fore the band was to play in Washington, D.C. 

Then, silence. 

But starting last year, the Internet was been 
awash with rumors and speculation about the re- 
lease of their new album, Chinese Democracy. The 
Bullet set out to make sense of the rumors. 

A Bullet reporter can happily report that not 
only did a revamped Guns N' Roses lineup re- 
cently tour the United States with an incredibly 
low profile, they have confirmed an imminent re- 



lease of the new album. You may have heard Axl 
announce that Chinese Democracy would be out 
on March 6, 2007, in an open letter to the public 
dated December 26, 2006. A few weeks ago, 
March 6 rolled around, and the album was not on 
shelves. 

Fan sites were overloaded with rumors that 
band members were fighting or that the record 
company was keeping things from being released. 
What was true? 

What happened was a demo leak. A demo of 
the song "Better," set to appear on the new album, 
was used in a Harley Davidson commercial and 
subsequently leaked to radio stations. Keyboardist 
Dizzy Reed told GunsNRoses.com that the leak 
was not a final mix and implied that it might affect 
the release of the album. 

Which leaves things yet again seemingly up in 
the air. But there are many signs the album is still 



on track as the band seems to gear up for the re- 



The band recently wrapped up their first suc- 
cessful U.S. tour with the new lineup (after the last 
was cancelled by promoters Clear Channel Enter- 
tainment) and is currently overseas to regain visi- 
bility. They will play South America and Japan 
before returning to the U.S. on May 1 . 

You might ask yourself, who cares? 

Most of the original lineup is gone and the band 
has not done anything substantial in over a decade. 
Most people think the band won't sound the same. 
However, what many people don't know is that 
original guitarist Izzy Stradlin has accompanied 
the band on recent tours, the vastly underrated 
Dizzy Reed is still in the band, and the voice and 
songwriting of Axl Rose come through as clearly 
as ever. The rest of the band is not only full of 
competent musicians, it is full of experienced play- 



ers who are legendary in their own right. The 
band's U.S. tour showcased new songs that not 
only sound like they will be relevant to the current 
times, they sound like an evolved version of Guns 
N' Roses. 

If you have kept your eyes open, you may have 
heard the leaks of the songs "There Was a Time," 
"Better," and "I R S." early last year, which were 
apparently the reason the album was delayed then. 
While The Bullet can not comment on leaks of 
songs, the versions of these songs played at the 
band's live shows have integrated seamlessly into 
their sets and seemed more than ready to join the 
band's classic catalog. 

When you get a chance, hop onto YouTube.com 
and search for Guns N' Roses. You'll find more 
material on the band than you can imagine. 

And maybe you will be just as excited as a cer- 
tain Bullet reporter. 



Who is in the band? 

Musicians old and new prove more than capable. 



Vintage Gunners 



Axl Rose, vocalist 

Legendary frontman and competent pianist and guitarist, he is the 
the classic Guns sound. 



Dizzy Reed, keyboardist 

He joined the band in the early 90s and has been responsible fer inco 
synth and melodic piano since. His contributions have been most notabl< 
albums "Use Your Illusion I" and II. 

Izzy Stradlin, guitarist 

Perhaps the most underrated member of the band, he is an outstanding rhythm gui 
tarist and songwriter that has always been forced to linger in the shadow of Slash. \ 
was the first member of the original GNR to voluntarily leave the band. (Original drum- 
mer Steven Adler, who has told various radio stations he has recently made peace with 
Axl, was kicked out of the band due to to drug problems. While not technically a full 
member of the band currently, he joined the band on stages around the country on their 
last tour. 




New Guns 



inson, bassist 

member of influential punk band The Replacements and one of the best known 

k. 




Robin Finck, guitarist 



Formerly a stage guitarist for Nine Inch Nails, he takes most of the lead guitar in the band. 

Ron "Bumblefoot" Thai, guitarist 

Replacing the hockey mask-clad, chicken bucket-wearing Buckethead is Bumblefoot, 
o plays a guitar that resembles a half-bee, half-foot. 

Richard Fortus, guitarist 

Former member of The Psychadelic Furs, Fortus alternates between rhythm and lead gui- 
tar. 

Frank Ferrer, drummer 

The acclaimed session musician is also a member of The Psychadelic Furs. He recently 







rCplaCedPnniUSdrUmmerBryanMant,a 



Top Five Reasons April Is Not All About Rain Showers 



By MEGAN KELLY 

Staff Writer 

April does not get enough credit. Most of 
us are so busy waiting for summer or freaking 
out about exams that we just let it slip by. 
Well here are just a few reasons you should 
stop and appreciate the fourth month of the 
year. 



1. Countdowns 

Take a deep breath; you're almost there. There 
are only 30 days until the arrival of salvation, also 
known as summer; 38 days until reality, also 
known as graduation (good luck with that, sen- 
iors), and only 20 more days of class. We've 
made it this far, don't give up now. 



2. The Campus Walk 
Model Face Plant 

» 

You know those people who actually get 
dressed for class? And I don't mean jeans instead 
of sweatpants. I mean "put together an outfit" 
dressed. We almost forget about them during 



their winter hibernation, but April might as well 
be 24-7 Fashion Week. And there's nothing bet- 
ter than seeing Teeter-Totter Tiffani wobble 
down Campus Walk in her skyscraper heels and 
then trip on the brick and fall. This is a fantastic 
pastime that anyone can enjoy... except maybe 
Tiffani. 



3. Ball Circle Stadium 

A girl walks passed Ball Circle on a beauti- 
ful April day, and, unfortunately for her, looks 
to her right towards Ball Circle. "Oh God, the 
soccer team is out. Or maybe it's Ultimate Fris- 
bee. What's the difference? And they have no 
shirts on. What did I do to get so luck..." Girl 
promptly walks into a bench and/or trashcan. 

We can try and be as coy as we want, but 
there's no denying that girls will do just about 
anything for the attention of a cute, shirtless 
indie kid. 



4. Ball Circle Tanning 
Salon 



As I was saying, we will do anything for 
some male attention, especially on this campus. 
This includes, but is not limited to, braving seri- 
ous head or body injury due to flying soccer 
balls, footballs, or Frisbees to "read" on Ball Cir- 
cle, or, for those with no fear, (or shame) busting 
out the bikini on dry land to try and get the soc- 
cer/Frisbee team to talk to us. And bonus, we 
can work on our tan. 

And guys, don't pretend like you don't love 
it. You know you do. What's more, we know 
you love it. So please, next time your Frisbee al- • 
most decapitates some girl who looks like Jes- 
sica Simpson, help us all out and strike up a 
conversation, before it gets cold again. 



5. April Fool's Day 

Just in case Junior Ring Week wasn't enough 
(and it wasn't) April has a little something for 
us. It's a box full of funny called April Fool's 
Day. Not enough people appreciate this 
prankster's paradise. 

Sure when you were younger, you wore fake 
teeth to class or convinced your parents you got 
some kind of piercing. But we're in college now. 

So next April Fool's Day, wrap your friend's 



car in Saran Wrap, set your roommate's alarm 
for 4:00 AM, or my personal favorite, steal all 
of their clothes. 



Correction 



Last week's Spotlight 
was credited to Joey 
Merkel, but the article 
was actually written by 
Alex Bemish. 
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Rev. To Speak On 
Church/State Issue 



Rev. Lynn Will Lead Discussion 
On Constitutional Debate 



i PIETY, page 1 

Union in Washington DC. from 
1985-1991. His work as both a Civil 
Liberties lawyer and activist has been 
well acknowledged by the media: 
Lynn has appeared on numerous na- 
tional television broadcasts, radio 
commentaries and debates with reli- 
gious rights' leading activists. 

Lynn began his career with far less 
recognition, working with the United 
Church of Christ. He remains an or- 
dained minister. 

Despite a plethora of media-rooted 
attention tuning in to hear his opin- 
ions, Lynn asserts that his religious 
leadership has not been sacrificed by 
politics. 

The reverend explains how his 
chapel work and his church-state sep- 
aration platform mold together. 

"I'm comfortable in my own faith, 
and I never feel that the government 
needs to help me to be religious," 
Lynn said. "I do this, not because I 
hate faith, but because I love it." 

Lynn remarked that government 
intervention often becomes an effort 
to market piety, and often such mar- 
keting can be derogatory. As an exam- 
ple, Lynn volunteers the "tacky 
nativity" scenes found on front lawns 
during the Christmas season. 

To explain where he stands on 
church electioneering, Lynn compares 
his stand to Martin Luther King. 

"MLK never endorsed anyone for 
public office," Lynn said in the inter- 
view. "He talked about justice and the 
morality of politics in the broadest 
sense. That is proper standard, and 
then there is no IRS trouble." 

The Internal Revenue Service, or 
IRS, prohibits the use of church re- 
sources to gain partisan support on 



political issues. 

From the results of a recent poll, 
Lynn said that 67 per cent of 

Americans do 

not want the 
church to tell 
them who to 
vote for. 

"The ma- 
jority of the 
public is with 
me, but the 
minority is 
very vocal," 
he said. 

Having ad- 
m i t t e d 1 y 
strong liberal 
opinions, 
Lynn believes 
his platform 
not only 
spawns in- 
triguing de- 
bate with such 
religious right 

leaders as Patrick J. Buchanan and Pat 
Robinson, but intrigues others to as- 
sert a stronger response. 

"People get tired of people in pol- 
itics that waffle around in the mid- 
dle," Lynn said. 

Explaining that Americans are 
most challenged by those who say, "I 
think I'm right, here's the evidence, 
you can disagree on my conclusion, 
but you can't disagree on the facts," 
Lynn uses the constitution's state- 
ments as his own factual evidence. 

"Jefferson and Madison knew they 
were writing 16 sweeping, broad 
statements," Lynn said. "They ex- 
pected the constitution to be inter- 
preted, and courts today are still 
trying to explain it." 

Some believe that Jefferson's "wall 
of separation of church and state," 



coined by the former U.S. president in 
one of his late 1 8 ,h century letters, was 
not the intention of America's found- 
ing fathers. 

Today, court disagreements evolve 
from the opposing interpretations. 

Lynn remarks that times, and their 
concerns, have changed since the 1 8"' 
century. With 
pressing issues 
like abortion, 
involuntary 
euthanasia, 
teaching intel- 
ligent design, 
gay rights and 
stem cell re- 
search, the 
reverend said 
that govern- 
ment interven- 
tion should 
remain lim- 
ited. 

"[Govern- 
ment] should 
be rigorously 
scientific," 
Lynn said. 
Acknowl- 
Courtesy of auscs edging the out- 
come of recent school visits, 
including University of Texas-Hous- 
ton, UT at Austin, and Regent Law 
School, Lynn looks forward to offer- 
ing UMW an open dialogue. 

"If you talk to students in an open 
dialogue, you don't always change 
their mind, but there is a lot of en- 
gagement, a lot of good give and 
take," Lynn said. 

Conveying his thoughts on the fu- 
ture, Lynn said that despite public 
opinion, there is too much religion in 
government, and some courts and 
right-wing ideologues are not as ready 
to protect individuals' religious rights. 

Lynn's lecture will commence next 
Wednesday at 4 p.m. in the Red Room 
of Great Hall. 



'Plan B' For 
Alt. Yearbook 



"We received a considerable 
amount of interest and support but 
unfortunately, we didn't have 
it appears that UMW will not be enough people sign up and follow 



By KAITLYN BARKER 

Staff Writer 
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"getting sexy" this year. 

The Erotic Yearbook, which was 
introduced this fall by senior 
Daniel Ceo, has been officially 
called off due to 
lack of interest. 
The project is now 
strictly a private 
endeavor. 

The original 
plan for the year- 
book was to com- 
pile as many 
photographs of stu- 
dents as possible in 
various states of 
undress. Ceo and 
his staff of photog- 
raphers planned to 

photograph the stu- 
dents in a non- 
threatening setting, 
paying them depending on their 
gender and the amount of clothes 
they wore. The yearbook was to be 
sold strictly to UMW students at 
the end of the year. 

"Personally I think that too 
many people jumped to conclu- 
sions instead looking into the 
details," Ceo said, noting that stu- 
dents got caught up in their per- 
sonal assumptions and insecurities 
about the yearbook and lost touch 
with the actuality of the project. 

"It's not about people getting 
naked; its about taking a small risk 
and creating a memory of your 
wilder side, the one that starts to 
fade after college," Ceo said." 

The original plan was intended 
to promote unity, creativity, indi- 
viduality and school spirit within 
the student body. 

A main reason that the plan fell 
through was due to the lack of peo- 
ple signing up to participate. 



Personally I think 
that too many people 
jumped to conclu- 
sions instead of look- 
ing into the details. 
—Daniel Ceo 
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through with the plan," Ceo said. 

The most common excuse that 
Ceo heard is that the students were 
afraid their portraits would come 
back to haunt 

them in the 

future. 

"While 
this statement 
is understand- 
able, I hate to 
think that 
there are peo- 
ple here that 
would con- 
sider self ex- 
pression and 
simply having 
fun in college 
to be a politi- 
cal liability... 
isn't that why 

we're here," he said. 

While the yearbook had its 
share of supporters, some students 
are happy that it is not happening. 

"I think that it would be a dis- 
credit to Mary Washington's repu- 
tation, and the reputation of any 
individual photographed," said 
senior Kate Lyons. 

Because the "erotic project" is 
now a completely private plan. Ceo 
will not be releasing any informa- 
tion concerning who has partici- 
pated thus far, or the nature of the 
photographs that were taken. 

Ceo encouraged those interested 
in participating in "Plan B" of the 
erotic project to go to 
getsexymw.com for further infor- 
mation. 

"This project isn't for everyone, 
but it is for anyone: anyone that is 
willing to get sexy and turn the 
heat up a notch," Ceo said. 



Housing Crunch 
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year to 1,670 this year, according to Porter. 

Although McMichael said that she feels there 
could be a better system for housing selection so 
that students could know early that they wouldn't 
be receiving assignments, at this point she just 
wants to get the e-mail telling her where she'll 
be living next year and with whom. 

Her preferred roommate for next year, fresh- 
man Berkley Gause, has even considered off- 
campus housing. 

"I doubt I will be able to get 
a decent room here," Gause 
said. 

Gause said she feels hous- 
ing selection would be fairer if 
students who came in their fresh- 
man year with a large number of 
credits and those currently in 
forced triples got priority on 
housing. 

As the priority housing hand- 
out states, the simple reason for 
the unassigned students is that 

there were more students that 

wanted housing than there were 
rooms available. 

"Supply outpaced demand," 
the handout said. "This has happened seven out 
of the past eight years." 

Part of the reason for the lack of residential 
space right now is because more students are 
finding the idea of staying on campus attractive. 

"It's really hard for us to gauge what students 
will want," Porter said. "A lot of students are 
seeing advantages in staying on campus." 

Although rumors abound about the priority 
list, Porter made it clear that there is often a dis- 
tinction between what goes around on campus 
and what the documents and the residence life 
staff really say. 

"One of my challenges is getting students to 
read the information that's out there," Porter 
said. "It's all there." 

For example, contrary to campus rumor, stu- 
dents on the priority list will not be put into an 
overfill room or made to stay in a hotel. 

"I have never, ever forced triples in upper- 
classmen dorms," Porter said. "I don't think it's 
fair." 

Some local hotels have been told to be on 
standby in the past, but Porter assures that this is 
mostly a precaution. 

"I have never put people in hotels in all of 



Besides Sea- 
cobeck, it is the 
biggest problem at 

our school. 
—Justin Anderson 
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my eight years here," she said. 

There is a possibility that in an extreme case, 
some priority list students could be housed in 
freshmen dorms. According to Porter though, 
the freshman dorms will probably not need to be 
used for this year's priority list students. 

Usually a consistent number of "vacancies 
occur as those housed for the fall notify us they 
are not returning... it is to these vacancies that 
students on the priority list are then housed," the 
handout says. 

Many students will transfer or withdraw in the 
late part of the school year and 
into the summer, opening up 

spots for students who haven't 

gotten assignments yet. Also, 
spaces have been held for spe- 
cial-interest housing in Madison 
that priority students may even- 
tually be placed into. 

Freshman Justin Anderson 
was placed on the priority list at 
the end of housing selection. 
Other than getting an assign- 
ment in Arrington with his 
preferred roommate, he 
would like to see the housing 
process which he said is 
"flawed, outdated, and overly 
time-consuming," given an up- 
grade. 

Anderson thinks the housing selection 
process should be moved to an online format to 
ensure that students like him won't be left wait- 
ing for over two hours to be told that they will 
not be receiving an assignment. 

"We still do our housing lottery like we're in 
the dark ages," he said. "Besides Seacobeck, it 
is the biggest problem at our school." 

Despite the criticisms from some students 
about the way housing selection and the priority 
list works, the system has functioned relatively 
the same without any major problems for the past 
eight years. 

Plans are in the works for at least one new res- 
idence hall to be built in the next few years 
which will hopefully help lower the number of 
students on the priority list. 

Porter said that she understands the stressful 
situation that the priority list has placed on stu- 
dents. 

"We know it's not a comfortable experience, 
but we will get everyone in," she said. 

Porter's goal is to have all of the students on 
the priority list given a housing assignment by 
July 1. 




The Mary Washington Bullet 



April 5, 2007 



Viewpoints 



SexcCamations 

Sexercise 



By Eh England, Staff Writer 




The sun is fi- 
nally shining and 
the temperatures 
continue to rise. 
You can finally 
start tossing out 
the sweat pants 
because the recent weather isn't one of those freak 
December days. 

Campus is full of mini-skirts, spaghetti straps, 
people tanning and people jogging off that winter 
insulation. As the layers of clothes become lighter 
the reality sets in: bathing suit season is just around 
the corner. 

Personally, I think it's a ridiculous goal to at- 
tempt to look like Heidi Klum when you put on 
that teeny weeny yellow polka bikini. Don't get 
me wrong; you shouldn't retire those running 
shoes, but maybe you should work out for a dif- 
ferent reason. Sex. 

You heard me; work out for a better sex life. 
This way you measure progress in pleasure and not 
pounds. Plus, you might get stronger or lose 
weight along the way, but it's not the ultimate goal. 

The rewards from this goal may be multiple. 
Can you imagine a better reward than increased 
sexual pleasure? 

What does working out for better sex entail you 
ask? At the very basic level, it requires nothing be- 
yond simple exercise. Regular exercise reduces 
stress, increases the flow of sex hormones, gives 
you more energy and makes you more confident 
to strip down. 

If you're an over-the-hill Bullet reader, you 
should know that a Harvard Study found that men 
who exercised regularly showed a 30 percent 
lower risk for erectile dysfunction. 

So, grab a tennis racket and head to the courts 
to save some money on Viagra. Guys, it's never 
too early to start reducing your risk. 

Ladies, a study by the University of British Co- 
lumbia showed that just 20 minutes of exercise led 
to a significantly greater sexual response. Ulti- 
mately this leads to better sex. 



For guys and girls, if you listen to the advice 
from all your gym teachers and stretch after you 
exercise, then you may increase flexibility. 

This doesn't mean you'll be having sex in the 
pretzel position within the month, but it does mean 
less discomfort in certain positions. 

Also, certain exercises such as the common 
crunch or sit-up engage your core which is always 
used during sex. Increasing strength in your core 
leads to greater stamina and vigor which leads to 
longer, more intense sex. 

The basic way to gain more stamina in bed is 
more cardiovascular exercise: jogging, running, 
using that elliptical etc. 

The stronger your heart and lungs are the more 
likely you are to end a sack session truly satisfied 
instead of feeling like you just survived the Boston 
Marathon. 

Weight lifting is an integral part of any com- 
plete fitness program and it also helps your sex 
life. 

Lifting increases strength, muscular endurance, 
and muscle burns more calories at rest. Think 
about working out your arms and chest which are 
two groups engaged during sexual activity. 

Guys, it's easier to hold your weight in mission- 
ary or even (if you're really a committed gym rat) 
hold your girl up for an exciting position. Girls, 
think about using your arms (and the bedpost) for 
support in any girl-on-top position. 

Also, work on the legs and gluteus maximus. 
Girls, you'll feel the benefits in girl-on-top posi- 
tions. 

If you surpass this level of basic fitness in bed 
then I encourage you to Google "Kegel exercises" 
to begin a new level of sexual fitness. 

The bottom line: keep working out, but stop ob- 
sessing over how you look. 

If you're waking up at 8 a.m. to run every 
morning so you look hot in order to make that kid 
from the Eagles Nest something more intimate, 
what really matters shouldn't be the inches on your 
waist or biceps, but how many times you orgasm 
when you finally get him or her to your own nest. 



Don't Depend On Facebook 



This letter was written in response to "Staff Ed- 
itorial" (March 29, 2006, The Bullet). 

Dear Editor: 

I'm sure we can all recall a situation in 
which you spot someone on campus walk that, 
perhaps, you met under blurrier conditions last 
Saturday night. 

You're approaching each other at what 
seems to be too fast for your conscience to de- 
cide: do they remember me? Should I say hi? 

In her contribution to the Staff Editorial sec- 
tion last week, Tierney Plumb urged students 
to make an effort to partake in those simple po- 
lite acts that your momma taught you: greeting 
those you know in passing, holding open doors 
and making sure to Facebook that funny girl 
who was on your flip cup team last weekend? 

Plumb wrote that there is an "obligation" to 
friend-request, poke or write on the wall of new 
acquaintances, asserting that Facebook is the 
"new definition" of jovial acknowledgement in 
the newborn century. 

I'm all for smiling at new people you met 
and holding doors, but assigning Facebook as 



the crux of social courtesy? 

I think we can do a bit better than that. 

Sure, getting a Facebook wall message is 
briefly endearing, but I would feel a much 
greater sense of camaraderie if flip-cup-girl 
came up to me at the next party to commiserate 
last weekend's unjust defeat. 

Granting your new friend a poke while 
you're sitting at your desk, trying to find any 
way to delay the inevitable start of that big 
paper just doesn't seem to have the same effect 
as choosing to smile and wave at the party ac- 
quaintance on campus walk. 

Facebook is a nice way to keep up with the 
names and faces of new people you meet, but 
let's just see it for what it is-online networking. 

Plumb's ultimate conclusion is the right one; 
whatever happened to non-cybered interper- 
sonal communication? 

Face-to-face speaks volumes over profile- 
to-profile. 

Broaden your social graces beyond the 
screen, especially since no one knows what a 
poke means anyway. 

Claire Ascetta is a junior. 



Immigration Still On The Table 



< REFORM, page 3 

express how they feel to the people who impact 
policy decisions the most. 

These are the people who make decisions that 
affect the everyday lives of millions of people 
living in the United States and these decisions 
can, almost effortlessly, make living an everyday 
life that much easier or that much more difficult. 

For this reason, advocates of immigration re- 
form need to voice their opinions in the same di- 
rect and unified ways opponents of immigration 
are doing, by going directly to the source. 

Immigration is not something that will disap- 
pear anytime soon. Making it a federal crime to 
be here illegally will not stop those who are will- 



ing to come here illegally to do so in the first 
place. Building a fence along the boarder be- 
tween the United States and Mexico will not stop 
people determined enough to risk the journey. 

Therefore, if there is one thing I learned from 
the National Issue Briefing and Advocacy Day, it 
is that the current system of dealing with immi- 
gration is not working and that the time has 
come to try something different, to try a more 
comprehensive method. 

For the majority of immigrants who come 
here illegally do so at the risk of everything and 
all they are looking for is the chance to create a 
better life for themselves and their families. 

Gloria Pereira is a sophomore. 



Tiers To You, Kid! 



By Tierney Plumb, Associate Editor 



While kids are barely in pre- 
school at age three, dogs are the 
equivalent age of 2 1 . 

Instead of a doggy diploma, 
however, some pets must succumb 
to a Van Wilder lifestyle as a party 
animal until their master gradu- 
ates. 

The first student-owned pet I 
befriended in college was Chief, a 
now-thrce-year-old pooch owned 
by my friend Jenni and her boyfriend. 

They spontaneously adopted Chief along 
the shore of Myrtle Beach and instantly fell in 
love with the three-legged, hobbling pup. 
Luckily, they had all summer to train little 
Nemo and their strong relationship helped raise 
their "son." 

Chief has experienced the college lifestyle 
(last Homecoming he was painted blue and he 
has a Facebook account), but he's getting ready 
to settle down as a mature adult with his par- 
ents. 

It was freshman year that tarnished my view 
of student-owned pets. Three girls smuggled a 
homeless cat into their dorm room and spetjt 
the entire semester keeping it away from the 
hall RA. 

I watched in horror as this cat gradually 
morphed into Garfield from lack of exercise in 
the confines of a single room. 

My mom warned me of the dangers in own- 
ing a pet in college, and I trusted her judgment. 

After she contracted fleas from her room- 
mate's cat, her boyfriend drove her to the hos- 




pital and never contacted her again. 

But I admit there's something 
about a good-looking girl or guy 
walking an equivalently handsome 
animal ("101 Dalmatians" style) on 
campus. 

The ongoing trend of acquiring 
attractive pets continues at UMW, 
and the fountain is a popular 
ground to strut their stuff. 

When my friend from Elon Uni- 
versity brought Dutch, a one-year-old Husky 
with crystal blue eyes and rugged good looks, 
stops and stares came from all who passed by. 
Dutch's beauty even let him evade punishment 
for swiping the top of my sandwich and 
mulching the entire garage later that night. 

Had this dog stayed longer than a week, 
however, it might have cost the house a secu- 
rity deposit. 

Fredericksburg is undoubtedly a dog 
friendlv town, with a nearby park on Kenmore 
Avenue. But feasibly finding time and money 
to properly care for an animal on a college 
budget and 15-credit schedule are things to 
consider. 

I currently reside with a terrier undergoing 
its terrible twos. We are working on our rela- 
tionship, but waking up to it relieving itself in 
my room Monday morning at 8 a.m. put us 
back to square one this week. 

My pampered dog at home in Fairfax (age 
70 in people years) is attending my graduation. 

I hope that by then, we will both be able to 
co-exist with this immature pooch. 



Pet Expenses Per 
Year 


Dog 


Cat 


Surgical Vet Visits 

• 


$574 




Food 


$241 


$185 


Kennel Boarding 


$202 


$119 


Routine Veterinary 
Care 


$211 


K179 


Grooming 


$107 


$24 


Vitamins 


$123 


$3 


Treats 


$68 


$43 


Toys 


54S 


$29 


Average Yearly Cost 


$1,571 


$919 



Source: American Veterinary Medical Association National Pet Owner s Survey 
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Rev. To Speak On 
Church/State Issue 



/tev. Lynn Will Lead Discussion 
On Constitutional Debate 



4 PIETY, page 1 

Union in Washington DC. from 
1085-1991. His work as both a Civil 
Liberties lawyer and activist has been 
well acknowledged by the media: 
Lynn has appeared on numerous na- 
tional television broadcasts, radio 
commentaries and debates with reli- 
gious rights' leading activists. 

Lynn began his career with far less 
recognition, working with the United 
Church of Christ. He remains an or- 
dained minister. 

Despite a plethora of media-rooted 
attention tuning in to hear his opin- 
ions, Lynn asserts that his religious 
leadership has not been sacrificed by 
politics. 

The reverend explains how his 
chapel work and his church-state sep- 
aration platform mold together. 

"I'm comfortable in my own faith, 
and I never feel that the government 
needs to help me to be religious," 
Lynn said. "I do this, not because I 
hate faith, but because I love it." 

Lynn remarked that government 
intervention often becomes an effort 
to market piety, and often such mar- 
keting can be derogatory. As an exam- 
ple, Lynn volunteers the "tacky 
nativity" scenes found on front lawns 
during the Christmas season. 

To explain where he stands on 
church electioneering. Lynn compares 
his stand to Martin Luther King. 

"MLK never endorsed anyone for 
public office," Lynn said in the inter- 
view. "He talked about justice and the 
morality of politics in the broadest 
sense. That is proper standard, and 
then there is no IRS trouble." 

The Internal Revenue Service, or 
IRS. prohibits the use of church re- 
sources to gain partisan support on 



political issues 

From the results of a recent poll. 
Lynn said that 67 per cent of 

Americans do 
not want the 
church to tell 
them who to 
vote for. 

"The ma- 
jority of the 
public is with 
me, but the 
minority is 
very vocal," 
he said. 

Having ad- 
m i t t e d 1 y 
strong liberal 
opinions. 
Lynn believes 
his platform 
not only 
spawns in- 
triguing de- 
bate with such 
religious right 

leaders as Patrick J. Buchanan and Pat 
Robinson, but intrigues others to as- 
sert a stronger response. 

"People get tired of people in pol- 
itics that waffle around in the mid- 
dle," Lynn said. 

Explaining that Americans are 
most challenged by those who say, "I 
think I'm right, here's the evidence, 
you can disagree on my conclusion, 
but you can't disagree on the facts." 
Lynn uses the constitution's state- 
ments as his ow n factual evidence. 

"Jefferson and Madison knew they 
were writing 16 sweeping, broad 
statements." Lynn said. "They ex- 
pected the constitution to be inter- 
preted, and courts today are still 
trying to explain it." 

Some believe that Jefferson's "wall 
of separation of church and state." 




coined by the former U.S. president in 
one of his late IS"' century letters, was 
not the intention of America's found- 
ing fathers. 

Today, court disagreements evolve 
from the opposing interpretations 

Lynn remarks that times, and their 
concerns, have changed since the IS' 1 ' 
century. With 
pressing issues 
like abortion, 
i n v o I U n 1 a r y 
e u t h a n a s i a . 
teaching intel- 
ligent design, 
gay rights and 
stem cell re- 
search, the 
reverend said 
that govern- 
ment interven- 
tion should 
remain lim- 
ited 

"[ (io vcrn- 
ment| should 
be rigorously 
scientific." 
Lynn said. 
A c k n o w I - 
Courtesy of At'SC S edging the out- 
come of recent school visiis. 
including Univ ersity of Texas-Hous- 
ton. UT at Austin, and Regent Law 
School. Lynn looks forward to offer- 
ing I .in open dialogue 

"If you talk to students in an open 
dialogue, you don't always change 
their mind, but there is a lot of en- 
gagement, a lot of good give and 
take." Lynn said. 

Conveying his thoughts on the fu- 
ture. Lynn said that despite public 
opinion, there is too much religion in 
government, and sonic courts and 
right-wing ideologues are not as ready 
to protect individuals' religious rights 
Lynn's lecture will commence next 
Wednesday at 4 p.m. in the Red Room 
of Great Hall. 



'Plan B' For 
Alt. Yearbook 



By KAITLYN BARKER 

Staff Writer 

It appears that 1 IMW will not he 
"getting sexy" this year. 

The Erotic Yearbook, which was 
introduced this fall by senior 
Daniel C eo. has been officially 
called off due to 
lack of interest. 
The project is now 
strictly a private 
endeavor. 

The original 
plan for the year- 
book was to com- 
pile as many 
photographs of stu- 
dents as possible in 
various states of 
undress. Ceo and 
his staff of photog- 
raphers planned to 
photograph the stu- 
dents in a non- 
threatening setting, 
paying them depending on their 
gender and the amount of clothes 
they wore. The yearbook was to be 
sold strictly to UMW students at 
the end of the year. 

"Personally I think that too 
many people jumped to conclu- 
sions instead of look i mi into the 
details." Ceo said, noting that stu- 
dents got caught up in their per- 
sonal assumptions and insecurities 
about the yearbook and lost touch 
w ith the actuality of the project. 

"It's not about people getting 
naked: its about taking a small risk 
and creating a memory of your 
wilder side, the one that starts to 
fade after college." Ceo said." 

The original plan was intended 
to promote unity, creativity, indi- 
viduality and school spirit within 
the student body. 

A main reason that the plan fell 
through w as due to the lack of peo- 
ple signing up to participate. 
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Personally I think 
that too many people 
jumped to conclu- 
sions instead of look- 
ing into the details. 
-Daniel Ceo 

95 



"We received a considerable 
amount of interest and support hut 
unfortunately, we didn't have 
enough people sign up and follow 
through w ith the plan." Ceo said. 

I he most common excuse that 
Ceo heard is that the students were 
afraid their portraits would come 
back to haunt 

them in the 

future. 

■ W h i I e 
this statement 
is understand- 
able. I hate to 
think that 
there are peo- 
ple here that 
would con- 
sider self ex- 
pression and 
simply having 
fun in college 
to be a politi- 
cal liability... 
isn't that why 

we're here." he said. 

While the yearbook had its 
share of supporters, some students 
are happy that it is not happening. 

"I think that it would be a dis- 
credit to Mary Washington's repu- 
tation, and the reputation of any 
individual photographed." said 
senior Kate Lyons. 

Because the "erotic project" is 
now a completely private plan. Ceo 
w ill not be releasing any informa- 
tion concerning who has partici- 
pated thus far. or the nature of the 
photographs that were taken. 

( co encouraged those interested 
in participating in "Plan B" of the 
erotic project to go to 
getsexymw.com for further infor- 
mation 

"This project isn't for everyone, 
but it is for anyone: anyone that is 
willing to get sexy and turn the 
heat up a notch." Ceo said. 



Housing Crunch 
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year to 1,670 this year, according to Porter. 

Although McMichael said that she feels there 
could be a better system for housing selection so 
that students could know early that they wouldn't 
be receiving assignments, at this point she just 
wants to get the e-mail telling her where she'll 
be living next year and with whom. 

Her preferred roommate for next year, fresh- 
man Berkley Gause, has even considered off- 
campus housing. 

"I doubt I will be able to get 
a decent room here," Gause 
said. 

Gause said she feels hous- 
ing selection would be fairer if 
students who came in their fresh- 
man year with a large number of 
credits and those currently in 
forced triples got priority on 
housing. 

As the priority housing hand- 
out states, the simple reason for 
the unassigned students is that 

there were more students that 

wanted housing than there were 
rooms available. 

"Supply outpaced demand," 
the handout said. "This has happened seven out 
of the past eight years." 

Part of the reason for the lack of residential 
space right now is because more students are 
finding the idea of staying on campus attractive. 

"It's really hard for us to gauge what students 
will want," Porter said. "A lot of students are 
seeing advantages in staying on campus." 

Although rumors abound about the priority 
list. Porter made it clear that there is often a dis- 
tinction between what goes around on campus 
and what the documents and the residence life 
staff really say. 

"One of my challenges is getting students to 
read the information that's out there," Porter 
said. "It's all there." 

For example, contrary to campus rumor, stu- 
dents on the priority list will not be put into an 
overfill room or made to stay in a hotel. 

"I have never, ever forced triples in upper- 
classmen dorms." Porter said. "I don't think it's 
fair." 

Some local hotels have been told to be on 
standby in the past, but Porter assures that this is 
mostly a precaution. 

"I have never put people in hotels in all of 



Besides Sea- 
eobeck, it is the 
biggest problem at 

our school. 
—Justin Anderson 
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my eight years here." she said. 

There is a possibility that in an extreme case, 
some priority list students could he housed in 
freshmen dorms. According to Porter though, 
the freshman dorms will probably not need to be 
used for this year's priority list students. 

Usually a consistent number of "vacancies 
occur as those housed for the fall notify us they 
are not returning. .. it is to these vacancies that 
students on the priority list are then housed." the 
handout says. 

Many students w ill transfer or withdraw in the 
late part of the school year and 
into the summer, opening up 

spots for students who haven't 

gotten assignments yet. Also, 
spaces have been held for spe- 
cial-interest housing in Madison 
that priority students may even- 
tually be placed into. 

freshman Justin Anderson 
was placed on the priority list at 
the end of housing selection. 
Other than getting an assign- 
ment in Arlington with his 
preferred roommate. he 
would like to see the housing 
process which he said is 
"flawed, outdated, and overly 
time-consuming." given an up- 
grade. 

Anderson thinks the housing selection 
process should be moved to an online format to 
ensure that students like him won't be left wait- 
ing for over two hours to be told that they will 
not be receh ing an assignment. 

"We still do our housing lottery like we're in 
the dark ages." he said. "Besides Seacobeck. it 
is the biggest problem at our school." 

Despite the criticisms from some students 
about the way housing selection and the priority 
list works, the system has functioned relatively 
the same without any major problems lor the past 
eight years 

Plans are in the works for at least one new res- 
idence hall to be built in the next few years 
which will hopefully help lower the number of 
students on the priority lisl 

Porter said that she understands the stressful 
situation that the priority lisl has placed on stu- 
dents. 

"We know it's not a comfortable experience, 
but we will get everyone in." she said. 

Porter's goal is to have all of the studenis on 
the priority list given a housing assignment by 
July I. 




's a rapidly 
owing, Fortune 
)0 company 
herein 
Fredericksburg 
with an awesome 
internship 
opportunity 

GEICO's Summer internship 
program offers: Real hands-on 
business experience - no busy 
work! 10 week competitively 
paid program. Assigned senior 
manofemtnt mentor, 
Individual end group projects 
relevant to current issues 
for GE1C0 and the industry, 
Leadership and personal 
development, Opportunity 
to be involved in and impact 
company decisions 
Future employment 
opportunities. 

For the program we took for 
currently enrolled sophomore 
or juniors who are enthuskstk 
and motivated candidates 
with a minimum overall CPA of 
3.2 in o business related major 
(Business Administration, 
Economics, Mathematics, 
Accounting, Finance}. 
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SexcCamattons 

Sexercise 




By Elz England, Staff Writer 



The sun is fi- 
nally shining and 
the temperatures 
continue to rise. 
You can finally 
start tossing out 
the sweat pants 
because the recent weather isn't one of those freak 
December days. 

Campus is full of mini-skirts, spaghetti straps, 
people tanning and people jogging off that winter 
insulation. As the layers of clothes become lighter 
the reality sets in: bathing suit season is just around 
the corner. 

Personally, I think it's a ridiculous goal to at- 
tempt to look like Heidi Klum when you put on 
that teeny weeny yellow polka bikini. Don't get 
me wrong; you shouldn't retire those running 
shoes, but maybe you should work out for a dif- 
ferent reason. Sex. 

You heard me; work out for a better sex life. 
This way you measure progress in pleasure and not 
pounds. Plus, you might get stronger or lose 
weight along the way, but it's not the ultimate goal. 

The rewards from this goal may be multiple. 
Can you imagine a better reward than increased 
sexual pleasure'.' 

What does working out for better sex entail you 
ask? At the very basic level, it requires nothing be- 
yond simple exercise. Regular exercise reduces 
stress, increases the flow of sex hormones, gives 
you more energy and makes you more confident 
to strip down. 

If you're an over-the-hill Bullet reader, you 
should know that a Harvard Study found that men 
who exercised regularly showed a 30 percent 
lower risk for erectile dysfunction. 

So, grab a tennis racket and head to the courts 
to save some money on Viagra. Guys, it's never 
too early to start reducing your risk. 

Ladies, a study by the University of British Co- 
lumbia showed that just 20 minutes of exercise led 
to a significantly greater sexual response. Ulti- 
mately this leads to better sex. 



For guys and girls, if you listen to the advice 
from all your gym teachers and stretch after you 
exercise, then you may increase flexibility. 

This doesn't mean you'll be having sex in the 
pretzel position within the month, but it does mean 
less discomfort in certain positions. 

Also, certain exercises such as the common 
crunch or sit-up engage your core which is always 
used during sex. Increasing strength in your core 
leads to greater stamina and vigor which leads to 
longer, more intense sex. 

The basic way to gain more stamina in bed is 
more cardiovascular exercise: jogging, running, 
using that elliptical etc. 

The stronger your heart and lungs are the more 
likely you are to end a sack session truly satisfied 
instead of feeling like you just survived the Boston 
Marathon. 

Weight lifting is an integral part of any com- 
plete fitness program and it also helps your sex 
life. 

Lifting increases strength, muscular endurance, 
and muscle burns more calories at rest. Think 
about working out your arms and chest which are 
two groups engaged during sexual activity. 

Guys, it's easier to hold your weight in mission- 
ary or even (if you're really a committed gym rat) 
hold your girl up for an exciting position. Girls, 
think about using your arms (and the bedpost) for 
support in any girl-on-top position. 

Also, work on the legs and gluteus maximus. 
Girls, you'll feel the benefits in girl-on-top posi- 
tions. 

If you surpass this level of basic fitness in bed 
then I encourage you to Google "Kegel exercises" 
to begin a new level of sexual fitness. 

The bottom line: keep working out, but stop ob- 
sessing over how you look. 

If you're waking up at 8 a.m. to run every 
morning so you look hot in order to make that kid 
from the Eagles Nest something more intimate, 
what really matters shouldn't be the inches on your 
waist or biceps, but how many times you orgasm 
when you finally get him or her to your own nest. 



Don't Depend On Facebook 



This letter was written in response to "Staff Ed- 
itorial" (March 29, 2006, The Bullet). 

Dear Kditor: 

I'm sure we can all recall a situation in 
which you spot someone on campus walk that, 
perhaps, you met under blurrier conditions last 
Saturday night. 

You're approaching each other at what 
seems to be too fast for your conscience to de- 
cide: do they remember me? Should I say hi? 

In her contribution to the Staff Editorial sec- 
tion last week, Tierney Plumb urged students 
to make an effort to partake in those simple po- 
lite acts that your momma taught you: greeting 
those you know in passing, holding open doors 
and making sure to Facebook that funny girl 
who was on your 11 ip cup team last weekend? 

Plumb wrote that there is an "obligation" to 
friend-request, poke or write on the wall of new 
acquaintances, asserting that Facebook is the 
"new definition" of jovial acknowledgement in 
the newborn century. 

I'm all for smiling at new people you met 
and holding doors, but assigning Facebook as 



the crux of social courtesy? 

I think we can do a bit better than that. 

Sure, getting a Facebook wall message is 
briefly endearing, but I would feel a much 
greater sense of camaraderie if flip-cup-girl 
came up to me at the next party to commiserate 
last weekend's unjust defeat. 

Granting your new friend a poke while 
you're sitting at your desk, trying to find any 
way to delay the inevitable start of that big 
paper just doesn't seem to have the same effect 
as choosing to smile and wave at the party ac- 
quaintance on campus walk. 

Facebook is a nice way to keep up with the 
names and faces of new people you meet, but 
let's just see it for what it is-online networking. 

Plumb's ultimate conclusion is the right one; 
whatever happened to non-cybered interper- 
sonal communication? 

Face-to-face speaks volumes over profile- 
to-profile. 

Broaden your social graces beyond the 
screen, especially since no one knows what a 
poke means anyway. 

Claire Ascetta is a junior. 



Immigration Still On The Table 



< REFORM, page 3 

express how they feel to the people who impact 
policy decisions the most. 

These are the people who make decisions that 
affect the everyday lives of millions of people 
living in the United States and these decisions 
can, almost effortlessly, make living an everyday 
life that much easier or that much more difficult. 

For this reason, advocates of immigration re- 
form need to voice their opinions in the same di- 
rect and unified ways opponents of immigration 
are doing, by going directly to the source. 

Immigration is not something that will disap- 
pear anytime soon. Making it a federal crime to 
be here illegally will not stop those who are will- 



ing to come here illegally to do so in the first 
place. Building a fence along the boarder be- 
tween the United States and Mexico will not stop 
people determined enough to risk the journey. 

Therefore, if there is one thing I learned from 
the National Issue Briefing and Advocacy Day, it 
is that the current system of dealing with immi- 
gration is not working and that the time has 
come to try something different, to try a more 
comprehensive method. 

For the majority of immigrants who come 
here illegally do so at the risk of everything and 
all they are looking for is the chance to create a 
better life for themselves and their families. 

Gloria Pereira is a sophomore. 



Tiers To You, Kid! 



By Tierney Plumb, Associate Editor 



While kids are barely in pre- 
school at age three, dogs are the 
equivalent age of 21. 

Instead of a doggy diploma, 
however, some pets must succumb 
to a Van Wilder lifestyle as a party 
animal until their master gradu- 
ates. 

The first student-owned pet I 
befriended in college was Chief, a 
now-three-year-old pooch owned 
by my friend Jenni and her boyfriend. 

They spontaneously adopted Chief along 
the shore of Myrtle Beach and instantly fell in 
love with the three-legged, hobbling pup. 
Luckily, they had all summer to train little 
Nemo and their strong relationship helped raise 
their "son." 

Chief has experienced the college lifestyle 
(last Homecoming he was painted blue and he- 
has a Facebook account |. but he's getting ready- 
to settle down as a mature adult with his par- 
ents. 

It was freshman year that tarnished my view 
of student-owned pets. Three girls smuggled a 
homeless cat into their dorm room and spent 
the entire semester keeping it away from the 
hall RA. 

I watched in horror as this cat gradually 
morphed into Garfield from lack of exercise in 
the confines of a single room. 

My mom warned me of the dangers in own- 
ing a pet in college, and I trusted her judgment. 

After she contracted fleas from her room- 
mate's cat. her boyfriend drove her to the hos- 




pital and never contacted her again. 

But I admit there's something 
about a good-looking girl or guy 
walking an equivalently handsome 
animal ("101 Dalmatians" style) on 
campus. 

The ongoing trend of acquiring 
attractive pets continues at UMW, 
and the fountain is a popular 
ground to strut their stuff. 

When my friend from Elon Uni- 
versity brought Dutch, a one-year-old Husky 
with crystal blue eyes and rugged good looks, 
stops and stares came from all who passed by. 
Dutch's beauty even let him evade punishment 
for swiping the top of my sandwich and 
mulching the entire garage later that night. 

Had this dog stayed longer than a week, 
however, it might have cost the house a secu- 
rity deposit. 

Fredericksburg is undoubtedly a dog 
friendly town, with a nearby park on Kenmore 
Avenue. But feasibly finding time and money 
to properly care for an animal on a college 
budget and 15-credit schedule are things to 
consider. 

I currently reside with a terrier undergoing 
its terrible twos. We are working on our rela- 
tionship, but waking up to it relieving itself in 
my room Monday morning at 8 a.m. put us 
back to square one this week. 

My pampered dog at home in Fairfax (age 
70 in people years) is attending my graduation. 

I hope that by then, we will both be able to 
co-exist with this immature pooch. 



Pet Expenses Per 
Year 


Dog 


Cat 


Surgical Vet Visits 


$574 


$337 


Food 


$241 


$185 


Kennel Boarding 


$202 


$119 


Routine Veterinary 
Care 


$211 


$179 


Grooming 


$107 


$24 


Vitamins 


$123 


$3 


Treats 


$68 


$43 


Toys 


$45 


$29 


Average Yearly Cost 


$1,571 


$919 



Source American Veterinary Medical Association National Pet Owner's Survey 




Tierney Plumb Hill let 
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unday, April 8 




What's UP? 
In Campus Dining 



Holiday Brunch 

Seacobeck Hall Dining Rooms 

11 AM-2PM 



nesday, April 11 Red Hot Chef 

South Market Dining Room 
California Sushi Roils! 



Friday, April 13 



Saturdays & 
Sundays 



"Friday The 13 th • Don't Worry, Get Happy" 

Stress Management Information & Demonstration 
Dome Room & Bistro of Seacobeck Hall 
4:30 . 5:00 PM 

Banana Split Ice Cream Sundae Bar 

Washington Diner 
4:30 - 6:30 PM 

"Make It & Take It" Salad Bar 

Eagle's Nest 
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David Rogers/Bullcl 

tferri Spaulding slides into third base at Tuesday's game. The Eagle women gained their twentieth win this season in a split twinbill with Lynchburg College. 



Eagles Swoop In, 
Hornets Sting 

Women Split Twinbill With Lynchburg College 



By MONICA OWENS 

Staff Writer 

Despite fierce competition and scorching heat, 
the University of Mary Washington women's soft- 
ball team stepped onto the field Tuesday with a 
determination to win. 

The Eagle women, who split a gripping twin- 
bill with the Lynchburg College Hornets, played 
tough in their first game, boasting solid pitching 
and precise plays to clench a win 1-0. Unfortu- 
nately, this fervor was lost in the nightcap, when 
the Eagles fell to the Hornets 4-0. 

Lynchburg, who entered the twinbill ranked fif- 
teenth in the nation, posed fierce competition to 
the Eagle women. However, this didn't stop the 
Eagles from coining out and playing hard. 

In game one, sophomore pitcher Kirsten Row- 



ell led the women to a 1 -0 win, topping the Hor- 
nets in their twentieth win of the season. 

Rowell. who allowed a mere two hits in seven 
innings, struck out eight of the Hornet's batters, 
allowing no walks in the game. 

The Lagle women achieved the only run of the 
game in the bottom of the fourth off a pair of sin- 
gles and a walk by junior Sarah Axelson. who sent 
fellow junior Kerri Spaulding home and solidified 
the Eagle's victory. 

According to Rowell. hard work and a focused 
attitude attributed to the team's win. 

"We knew Lynchburg was going to be tough, 
as they are rated fifteenth in the nation and have 
very good hitters," she said. "Despite knowing 
this, our coaches focused more on our team and 
what we needed to do to win: make solid contact 



at the plate, stay aggressive, hit our spots, keep 

the pitches low, etc. We came out fired up and 

ready to go." 

In game two, the Eagle women collected six 

hits, but were unable to 

score a run. Sophomore 

Cathy Hull boasted two 

hits for the team, joined by 

fellow teammate Kat 

Davis, junior Emily 

Peisach and freshman 
Kaitlin Petrella, who each 
tallied one. 

Sophomore pitcher 
Sarah Foster, who allowed 
a mere four runs in four in- 
nings, was relieved by 
freshman pitcher Katherine 
Matusik, who ended the 
game with three scoreless 
innings. 

Despite the loss, Davis 
remained proud of the team 

and credits hard work to 

their win. 

"Today proved that we 
can play, with and even out- 
play anyone, even a team that's nationally 




We knew 
Lynchburg was 
going to be tough. 

— Kirsten Rowell 
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CAC doubleheader 



ranked," she said. 
"It's a good boost 
for next week 
when we play Sal- 
isbury, our confer- 
ence rivals." 

Head Coach 
Dee Conway 
echoed this senti- 
ment, and antici- 
pates the team's 
success in the future. 

"The games will be 
tough, as long as we play to 
our ability we should be 
okay," she said. "I am 
proud of every single one 
of my players. They are 
working hard; they all have 
achieved success in their 
own way. Individually they 
have done it, and collec- 
tively it has allowed us to 
be successful as a team." 

The Eagles are back in 
action Saturday, as they hit 
the road and face off in a 
against Salisbury University. 




Courtesy Liz Schumacher 

The rugby team's seniors celebrate their MARFU victory at UMW. The 
women defeated Georgetown 29-7 in the Mid-Atlantic Championship. 



— 



Pressing sports matters 
have your boxers in a 
bunch? 




Write about it. 



Contact Stephanie Potter 
spott9hi@umw.edu 
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Men Trample 
Mustangs, 13-4 



By JONATHAN WIGGINTON 

Staff Writer 



team stopped onto the field Tuesday determined 
to recover from Sunday's devastating 6-0 loss to 
York College. 

The Eagles, who boasted a 12-7-1 record with 
4-2 inCACplay prior to thcVilU Julie game, set 





According to 
June's 



to mite for a win 

"They wore a good 
we had to put 
• early as 

The Eagle men did ex- 



•hjMtefi 
to come, the men set out 
to give a reason for fans 



There was a lot of 
contribution from 
a lot of guys. 



Butsler scored on a single bv Marsh, increasing 
the lead to 6-3 

The Eagle's fifth inning proved to be reminis- 

of their first. 
Senior Tom McDermott remained confident in 
his abilities 

"f wasn't going 
to strike out again," 

To that effect. 
McDermott stroked 
a two-run double 
down the left field 
line, which scored 

Townsend, both of 
which had previ- 
ously singled. This was just the 
beginning of an onslaught of runs 
the Eagles would plate during the 



Starting pitcher Brett 
Diamond, who came into 
the fane with a 3-1 
record to seven pitching 
appearances, retired the 
first three Mustangs in 
ortlfir jttVe> nMmtffff tiifo tti0 

efsft ^sss^kS ^B0^4a5(a^S tsstfc^ s^isJ^Bte JteJeTtslaJl^^ ^B^its^^l^si^W' 

Riley Gorman led the Eagles with a single, later 
scoring off of a RBI single by- junior Chase 
Townsend. The next hatter. Chris Anderson, sin- 
gled home senior Erie Fitzgerald, followed 
by destgnated hitter Quintana. 



Tom Sheridan 



Freshman catcher Nick Es- 
pinosa doubled home McDermott 
nuking the score. 9-4. With the 
bases loaded, senior Fitzgerald 
singled home two runs. 

When all was said and done, 
the Eagles had batted around, and 
the score rested at 13-4. 

All the while, starting pitcher 
Diamond pitched efficiently al- 
lowing nine hits over eight innings of being on 
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According to fellow pitcher freshman Jake 
Kelly. Diamond's performance was phenomenal. 
That's exactl v what vou want out of vour 

• w w m f+* m r m r* j •mmum* j "trim v»»*t t j 

' he said. IHe needs] to go deep 



Mg pitcher for an RBI double 

rot tow trig nts msaimaK 
Marsh contributed to the tally with s two-run 
single, which scored Anderson and Quintana 
I to Ma stat line. Marsh proceeded to steal 



■sstrnraaarl 
at tMUfL 
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»t a comeback ax they 
chinned awav at the Easde's lead, narrowing the 

sjaMamMstams- • s*y asm sssw stasnyew n* snsssswa sshivwibh ■asss** 

15-3. 



Diamond now has a record of 4- 1 and has a 
3.23 earned run average. 

The last third of the game saw only one run 
scored by either team, a RBI single by Gorman. 

Head coach Tom Sheridan wis pleased with 
the team's performance 

"fwej had a pretty good day." he said. 'There 
was a lot of contribution from a lot of guys." 

The Eagles were scheduled to face off with 
(Jaiiaudet University ^Vednoaday but the game 





Beth Wilkins/Bullet 

Senior Brett Diamond pitches the ball at Tuesday's game against Villa Julie 
College. The Eagle men dominated the Mustangs, winning the game 13-4. 

Women Ruck Their 
Way To Second Win 



Courtesy Mike Harrington 

UMW rugby players scrum the ball during an early season pitch. The Eagle 
women claimed their second MARFU Championship in a row last weekend. 



By STEPHANIE POTTER 

Sports Editor 

For the second year in a row. the University 
of Mary Washington 
women's rugby team is able 
to boast a number one spot in 
the Mid-Atlantic Rugby 
Football Union. 

The Eagle women topped 
snippenourg university z^- 
12 Saturday, and George- 
sown University 29-7 Sunday 
claiming the first two-year 
victory for a Division II 
women's rugby team in 
MARFU history. 

Senior Vice President 
Elizabeth Schumacher de- 
scribed the team's demeanor 
during the game. 

"We knew we had to come out hard and give 
everything," she said. "We worked as a unit 
there was no one star out on the field. We all 
wanted to leave everything on the field and to 
give every piece of energy we had left." 

Their hard work paid off, as the Eagle 
women swept the final four. 

; to Schumacher, the victory put 




Trust your team- 
mates. 

— Clare Sanchez 



V) 



the team in a euphoric daze. 
"After the final minutes of the game it felt 
unreal," she said. "Everyone 
was so happy and couldn't 
stop smiling. It was one of the 
best feelings to know you are 
a number one at MARFU." 

Senior Clare Sanchez was 
impressed with the team's 
progress over the season. 
"The team got so much fur- 
ther than it was expected to." she said. 
"This year has beep a learning experi- 
ence, and I'm impressed by how i 
we've grown as a team." 
Schumacher echoed this i 
"We went through a lot this past 

year," she said. "We had our whole 

scrum pack graduate except for two 
starters from last year. We had a lot to 
live up to." 

Sanchez remained optimistic about the 



There's been a phrase going around the 
team recently, and its been: trust our 
mates," she said. "Everything that eac 
puts into this team matters." 

The Eagle women will continue to the na- 



Upcoming Events 



March 9 - Baseball vs. Southern Virginia College, 3 p.m. 
March 10 - Men's Tennis vs. CNU, 3:30 p.m. 

vs. Hood College, 6 p.m. 
March 1 1 - Men's Lacrosse vs. Marymount, 4 p.m. 

Women's Tennis vs. Johns Hopkins, 3:30 p.m. 

vs. St Marys College, 6 p.m. 




Athlete of the Week 

Erin Richardson and Jessica Van 
Brocklin will be advancing to the 
National Championship Horse 

Show. 



